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rWE  have  already  given  In  our 
Milcellany  fcvcral  memoirs  of  the 
ingenious  Mr  Addifon, — but  at  the 
defire  of  a  worthy  correfpondent, 
we  now  iiifcrt  liis  Life,  written  by 
the  learned  Dr  Johnfon.] 

MEMOIRS  of  the  LIFE  and  CHA- 
R  ACT  Ell  cf  JOSEPH  ADDl~ 
SOU,  E/q*,  the  celebrated  Poet,  r.i'ith  a 
Criticifvi  on  his  Co7?!pofitioT:s. — By  Dr 
Samuel  Johnfon. 

JOSEPH  ADDISON  was  born  on 
the  tiril;  of  May,  1672,  at  Mlliton, 
of  which  his  father,  Lancelot  Addi- 
foii,  was  then  reclor,  near  Ambrof-  | 
bury  in  Wiltfhire,  and,  appearing 
weak  and  unlikely  to  live,  iie  was 
chriltened  the  fame  day.  Alcer  tlie 
iifual  domehic  educayon,  whicli, 
from  the  charadcr  of  his  father,  may 
be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have  given 
him  ftrong  impreilions  ot  piety,  he 
was  committed  to  the  care  ot  Mr 
Naiih  an  Ambrolbury,  and  atterwards 
of  Mr  .Taylor  at  Salifbury. 

Not  to  name  the  ichool  or  the  maf- 
ters  of  men  illulhdous  lor  literature, 
is  a  kind  of  hillorical  fraud,  by  which  | 
Jioncft  fame  is  injurioufly  diminKlicd  ;  I 
I  would  therefore  trace  him  through  | 


the  whole  procefs  of  his  education. 
In  i6D3,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
twelfth  year,  his  latlier  being  made 
dean  oi’  Li  eh  held,  naturally  carried 
Ids  fiimlly  to  his  new  rcfidence,  and, 
I  believe,  pl.iccd  him  for  fome  time, 
probably  not  long,  under  Mr  Shaw, 
then  mailer  of  the  fchool  at  Liciili  .  ld, 
father  of  the  laic  Dr  Peter  ShaA. 
Oi  this  interval  ids  biograjdiei  ^  na’  c 
given  no  account,  ami  1  kiu'w  ic  only 
Irom  a  llory  oi  a  ban  b:y^~out  tidd  me, 

[  when  I  was  a  iioy,  hy  .Vudrew  Cor¬ 
bet  of  Shroplldre,  who  had  heard  it 
tr  im  Mr  Pigot  his  uncle. 

Tile  practice  oi  ben  ?  irr^^cut  was  a 
favage  iicenfe  praciifed  in  many 
fchools  to  the  end  or  lad  century,  by 
which  the  boys,  when  the  periodical 
vacation  drew  near,  growing  petulant 
at  the*  appro.icli  of  liberty,  iome  days 
before  the  time  of  regular  recels,  took 
[loireihon  of  the  fchool,  of  whicii  they 
barred  the  doors,  and  bade  their  roaf- 
ter  defiance  from  the  windows.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  fuppofe  that  on  fuch  oc- 
caiions  the  mailer  would  do  more 
than  laugh  ;  yet,  if  tradition  may  be 
credited,  he  often  Ihugglea  hard  to 
force  or  furprlfe  the  garrJfon.  Tac 
iiralter,  when  Pigot  was  a  Ichoul-boy, 
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was  harred-out  at  Lichfield,  and  the  i  verfes  gained  him  the  patronage  of 


•whole  operation,  as  he  faid,  was  plan¬ 
ned  and  conduifled  by  Addifon. 

To  judge  better  of  the  probability 
of  this  (lory,  I  have  enquired  when 
he  WMS  fent  to  the  Chartreux  ;  but,  as 
he  was  not  of  thofe  who  enjoyed  the 
Tounder’s  benefadion,  there  is  no  ac¬ 
count  preferved  of  his  admillion.  At 
the  fchool  of  the  Chartreux,  to  which 
he  was  removed  either  from  that  ol 
Saliibury  or  Lichfield,  he  purfued  his 
juvenile  Rudies  under  the  care  of  Dr 


Dr  Lancafter,  afterw^ards  provoft  of 
Queen’s  College;  by  whole  recom¬ 
mendation  he  w^as  elecled  into  Mag- 
dalen  College  as  a  Demy,  a  term  by 
which  that  fociety  denominates  thofe 
who  are  elfewhere  called  fcholars ; 
young  men,  who  partake  of  the 
founder’s  benefa(Rion,  and  fucceed  in 
tneir  order  to  vacant  fellowlhips*. 

Here  he  continued  to  cultivate 
poetry  and  criticifnii  and  grew  firll 
eminent  by  his  Latin  compofiiions, 


Ellis,  and  contracted  that  intimacy  J  which  are  indeed  entitled  to  particu- 


w’ith  Sir  Richard  Steele,  which  their 
joint  labours  have  lb  effectually  re¬ 
corded. 

Of  this  memorable  frlendfiiip  the 
greater  praife  muff  be  given  to  Steele. 
It  is  not  hard  to  love  thofe  from 
whom  nothing  can  be  feared,  and 
Addifon  never  confidered  Steele  as  a 


lar  praife.  He  has  not  confined  him- 
fclf  to  ilie  imitation  of  any  ancient 
author,  but  has  formed  his  llile  from 
the  general  language,  fuch  as  a  dili¬ 
gent  perufal  of  the  produdions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages  happened  to  fupply. 

His  Latin  compofuions  feem  to 
have  had  much  of  his  fondnefs ;  for 


rival ;  but  Steele  lived,  as  lie  confeflss,  j  he  colleded  a  fecond  volume  of  the 
under  an  habitual  fubjedlon  to  the  |  Mtife  ybigUcanje^  perhaps  for  a  con- 
predominating  genius  of  Addifon,  |  venient  receptacle,  in  which  all  his 
whom  he  always  mentioned  with  \  Latin  pieces  are  inferted,  and  where  his 
reverence,  and  treated  with  obfe-  \  poem  on  the  Peace  has  the  firft  place, 
quioufnefs.  I  He  afterwards  prefented  the  collec- 

Addifon,  who  knew  his  ov/n  dig-  |  tion  to  Boilcaii,  who  from  that  time 
hity,  could  nor  always  forbear  to  fliew  I  “  conceived,  fays  Tickell,  an  opinion 
it,  by  playing  a  little  upon  his  admi-  1  of  the  Englifh  genius  for  poetry.” 
rer  ;  but  he  was  in  no  danger  of  retort:  j  Nothing  is  better  knowm  of  Boileau 
his  jefts  w’ere  endured  without  re-  !  than  that  he  had  an  injudicious  and 


liiiance  or  refentment. 

But  the  fneer  of  jocularity  was  not 
the  worft.  Steele,  whofe  imprudence 
of  generofity,  or  vanity  pf  profufion, 
kept  him  always  incurably  nccefil- 
tous,  upon  fome  preffing  exigence,  In 
an  evil  hour,  borrowed  an  hundred 
pounds  of  his  friend,  probably  with¬ 
out  much  piirpofc  of  repayment;  but 
Addifon,  who  feems  to  have  had 
other  notions  of  a  hundred  pounds, 
grew  impatient  of  delay,  and  reclaim¬ 
ed  his  loan  by  an  execution.  Steele 
felt  wnth  great  fenfibility  the  obduracy 


peeviih  contempt  of  modern  Latin, 
and  therefore  his  profellion  of  regard 
was  probably  the  effedi  of  his  civility 
rather  than  approbation. 

1  hree  of  his  Latin  poems  arc  upon 
fubjedls  on  which  perhaps  he  would 
not  have  ventured  to  have  wTitten  in 
his  own  language,  ne  Battle  of  the 
Pigfuies  and  Cranes  ;  The  Barorneter ; 
and  a  B:^fivlhig-green,  When  the 
matter  is  low  or  fcanty,  a  dead 
language,  in  w'hich  nothing  is  mean 
becaule  nothing  is  familiar,  affords 
great  conveniencles  ;  and  by  the  fono- 


of  his  creditor ;  but  with  emotions  cf  j  rous  magnificence  of  Roman  fylla- 


forrow  rather  than  of  anger. 

In  1687  he  was  entered  into  Qjieen’s 
College  in  Oxford*,  where,  in  1689, 
the  accidental  nerufal  of  fome  Latin 


bics,  the  writer  conceals  penury  oi 

*  He  took  the  degree  cf  DfU  A*  d  'h 
14.  1693. 


literary  AMUSEMENT. 


355 


thouglit,  and  want  of  novelty,  often 
from  the  reader,  and  often  from  him- 
felf. 

In  his  twenty-fecond  year  he  firft 
(hewed  his  power  of  Englilh  poetry, 
by  fome  verfes  addreffed  to  Dryden  ; 
and  foon  afterwards  publllhed  a 
traiiflation  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
Fourth  Georgick  upon  Bees ;  after 
which,  fays  Dryden,  “  My  latter 
(warm  is  hardly  worth  the  hiving.” 

About  the  fame  time  he  compoied 
the  arguments  prefixed  to  the  feveral 
^ooks  of  Dryd^.n*s  Virgil ;  and  pro* 
duced  an  Elfay  on  the  Georgicks, 
juvenile,  fuperficial,  and  uninftrudive, 
without  much  either  of  the  fcholar’s 
learning  or  the  critick’s  penetration. 

His  next  paper  of  verfes  contained 
a  charader  of  the  principal  Englilh 
poets,  inl’cribed  to  Henry  Sacheverell, 
who  was  then,  if  not  a  poet,  a  writer 
of  verfes  ;  as  is  fhewn  by  his  verfion 
of  a  fmall  part  of  Virgil’s  Georgicks, 
pnblilhed  in  the  Mifccllanies,  and  a 
Latin  encomium  on  Queen  Mary,  in 
the  M  ii!CB  Anglicanas.  Thefe  ver» 
fes  exhibit  all  the  fondnefs  of  friend- 
Ihip;  but,  on  one  lide  or  the  othc^, 
iriendihip  was  too  weak  for  the  ma¬ 
lignity  of  faction. 

In  this  poem  Is  a  very  confident 
and  diferiminative  chara(5ter  of  Spen- 
ler,  whofe  work  he  had  then  never 
read.  So  little  iometimes  is  criticifm 
the  effecfl  of  judgment.  It  is  necef- 
fary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  about 
this  lime  he  was  introduced  by  Con¬ 
greve  to  Montague,  tlicn  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  :  Addifon  was  then 
learning  the  trade  of  a  courtier,  and 
fubjolned  Montague  ns  a  poetical 
name  to  thofe  of  Cowley  and  of  Dry¬ 
den. 

By  the  influence  of  Mr  Montnyne, 
concurring,  according  to  Ticireil,  with 
his  natural  modefty,  he  was  diverted 
from  his  original  defign  of  entering 
into  holy  orders.  Montague  alledged 
the  corruption  of  men  who  engaged 
in  civil  employments  without  liberal 
education;  and  declared,  that  tho’ 


he  was  reprcfcnted  as  an  enemy  to 
the  Church,  he  would  never  do  it 
an  injury  but  by  withholding  Addi¬ 
fon  from  it. 

Soon  after  (in  1695)  wrote  a 
poem  to  King  William,  with  a  kind 
of  rhyming  introdu^ion  addreffed  to 
Lord  Somers.  I'^ing  William  had 
no  regard  to  elegance  or  literature  ; 
his  ihidy  w'as  only  war;  yet  by  a 
choice  of  miniders,  whofe  dlipofuion 
was  very  different  from  his  own,  he 
procured  without  intention  a  very  li¬ 
beral  patnmage  to  poetry.  Addifon 
was  careffed  both  by  Somers  and 
Montague. 

In  1697,  he  wrote  his  poem  on  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  which  he  deJicnted 
to  Montague,  and  which  was  aftei> 
wards  called  by  Smith  the  bed  Latin 
poem  fmee  the  Alneld.  Praife  mud 
not  be  coo  rigoroufiy  examined  ;  bi»: 
the  performance  cannot  be  denied  to 
he  vigorous  and  elegant. 

Having  yet  no  public  employment, 
he  obtained  (in  ZO99)  a  pcnfion  of 
three  hundred  pounds  a- year,  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  travel.  He  (laid 
a  year  at  Blois,  probably  to  learn  rh? 
French  language  ;  and  then  proceed- 
ed  in  his  journey  to  Italy,  which  he 
lurveyed  w'iti*  the  eye  of  a  poet. 

AVhile  he  was  travelling  at  leifure, 
he  was  far  from  being  idle  ;  for  he 
not  only  coliecffed  his  obfervarions  cn 
the  country,  but  ft  und  time  to  write 
his  Dialogues  on  Medals,  and  four 
adfs  of  Cato.  Such  is  the  relatio.a 
of  Tickcli.  Perhaps  he  only  col- 
letded  his  materials  and  formed  his 
plan. 

Whatever  were  his  other  employ¬ 
ments  in  Italy,  he  there  wrote  the 
j  letter  to  Lord  Halifax,  which  is  jult- 
!  ly  conudered  as  the  moil  elegant,  if 
not  the  moll  fiihllmc,  of  his  poetical 
produdiens.  But  in  about  two  years 
he  found  it  neceiiary  to  hailen  home ; 
being,  as  Swift  informs  us,  diflrefkd 
by  indigence,  and  compelled  to  be¬ 
come  the  tutor  of  a  travelling 
’Squire. 
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At  his  return  he  publllhed  his  » 
Travels,  with  a  dedication  to  Lord 
Somers.  As  his  ftay  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  was  Ihort,  his  obfervaltons  are 
fuch  as  might  be  fupplied  by  a  halfy 
view,  and  confilt  chiefly  in  coinpari- 
Ibns  of  the  prefent  face  ot  the  country 
with  the  delcriptions  left  us  by  the 
Roman  poets,  from  whom  he  made 
preparatory  colledlions,  of  which  he 
might  have  fpared  the  trouble,  had 
he  known  that  fuch  colle<51ions  had 
been  made  twice  before  by  Italian 
authors. 

The  moft  amufing  paflage  of  his 
book  is  his  account  or  the  minute  re¬ 
public  of  San  Marino  ;  of  many  parts 
it  is  not  a  very  levere  cenfure  to  fay 
that  they  might  have  been  written  at 
home.  His  elegance  of  language,  and 
variegation  of  profe  and  verle, however 
gains  upon  the  reader  ;  and  the  book, 
though  a  while  negleded,  became  in 
time  fo  much  the  favourite  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  belore It  w^as  reprinted  it  rofe 
to  five  times  its  price. 

When  he  returned  to  England  (in 
T702),  with  a  meannefs  of  appearance 
which  gave  teftimony  of  the  difficul¬ 
ties  to  which  he  had  been  reduced, 
he  found  his  old  patrons  out  of  pow’er, 
and  was  therefore  for  a  time  at  full 
Jeifure  lor  the  cultivation  of  his  mind, 
and  a  mind  lb  cultivated  gives  realbn 
to  believe  that  little  time  was  lofl. 

But  he  remained  not  long  neglc<51cd 
or  ufeiefs.  The  vidory  at  Blenheim 
(i':04)  fpread  triumph  and  confi¬ 
dence  over  the  nation  ;  and  Lord 
Godolphin  lam.cnting  to  Lord  Ilali- 
fax  that  it  had  not  been  celebrated  in 
a  manner  equal  to  the  fubjef^  defired 
him  topropofe  it  to  fonje  better  poet. 
Halifax  to  id  him  that  there  was  no 
encouragement  for  genius  :  that 
w^orthlels  men  were  nnprofitably  en¬ 
riched  with  public  money,  without 
any  care  to  find  or  enjploy  thole 
whofe  appearance  might  do  honour 
to  their  country.  To  this  Godolphin 
replied,  that  fuch  abiifcs  Ihould  in 
lime  be  reclifed  ;  and  that  if  a  man 
could  be  found  capable  of  the  tafli 


then  propofed,  he  fliould  not  want  an 
ample  recompenfe.  Halifax  then 
named  Addilon ;  but  required  that 
the  treafurer  lliould  apply  to  him  in 
his  owm  perfon.  Godolphin  fcnc  the 
melTageby  Mr  Boyle,  afterwards  Lord 
Carleton  ;  and  Addifon,  having  un¬ 
dertaken  the  work,  communicated  it 
to  the  IVeafurer,  while  it  was  yet  ad¬ 
vanced  no  further  than  the  fimile  of 
tlie  Angel,  and  was  immediately  re- 
warded  by  fucceeding  Mr  Locke  in 
the  place  of  CommilHoner  of  Appeals. 

In  the  following  year  he  was  at 
Hanover  with  Lord  Halifax;  and 
in  the  year  after  was  made  under- 
fecretary  of  ftate,  fird  to  Sir  Charles 
Hedges,  and  in  a  lew^  months  more  to 
the  Earl  of  Sunderland. 

About  this  time  the  prevalent  tafle 
for  Italian  operas  inclined  him  to  try 
what  would  be  the  eflccd  of  a  mufical 
drama  in  our  owui  language.  He 
therefore  wrote  the  ope?  a  of  Rofa- 
mond,  which,  when  exhibited  on  the 
dage,  was  either  hilLd  or  negle<ded  ; 
but,  truding  that  the  readers  would 
do  him  more  judice,  he  publilhed  it, 
with  an  infeription  to  the  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough  ;  a  woman  without  fkill, 
or  pretenfions  to  Ikill,  in  poetry  or 
literature.  His  dedication  w^as  there¬ 
fore  an  in  dance  of  fervile  abfurdity, 
to  be  exceeded  only  by  Jolhua  Barnes’s 
dedication  oi  a  Greek  Anacreon  to 
the  Duke. 

His  reputation  has  been  fomewhat 
advanced  by  the  Tender  Hufoand^  a. 
comedy  which  Steele  dedicated  to 
him,  with  a  confelfion  that  he  owed 
to  him  feveral  of  the  mod  fuccefsl’ul 
feenes.  To  this  play  Addifon  fup¬ 
plied  a  prologue. 

When  the  Marquis  of  Wharton 
was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Addifon  attended  him  as  his 
lecretary;  and  was  made  keeper  of 
the  records  in  Birmingham’s  Tow’cr, 
with  a  falary  of  three  hundred  pcuinds 
a-year.  1'he  office  W'as  little  inoie 
than  nomdnal,  and  the  falary  was  aug¬ 
mented  for  his  accommodation. 

Iiitered  and  faction  allcw  iitlle  to 
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tlis  operation  of  particular  difpoQ- 
tions,  or  private  opinions.  Two  men 
of  perfonal  cliaraders  more  oppolite 
than  thole  of  Wharton  and  Addifon 
could  not  ealily  be  brought  together. 
Wharton  was  impious,  profligate,  and 
lhamelels,  without  regard,  or  appear¬ 
ance  of  regard,  to  right  ©r  wrong : 
whatever  is  contrarj  to  this  may  be 
faid  of  Addifon  ;  but  as  agents  of  a 
party  tliey  were  conne<fled,  and  how 
they  adj lilted  their  other  fentiments 
we  cannot  know. 

Addifon  mult,  however,  not  be  too 
haflily  condemned.  It  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  refiife  benefits  from  a  bad 
man,  when  the  acceptance  implies  no 
approbation  of  his  crimes  ;  nor  has 
the  fubordinate  ofliccr  any  obligation 
to  examine  the  opinions  or  condinfl  of 
thofe  under  whom  he  ads,  except  that 
he  may  not  be  made  the  inflrument 
of  wickediiefs.  It  is  reafonable  to 
fuppole  that  Addifon  coimteraded,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  the  malignant  and 
blading  influence  of  the  Lieutenant, 
and  that  at  lealt  by  his  intervention 
fome  good  was  done,  and  feme  mif- 
chief  prevented. 

When  he  was  in  office,  he  made  a 
law  to  himfelf,  as  Swift  has  recorded, 
never  to  remit  his  regular  lees  in  ci¬ 
vility  to  his  friends :  For,  faid  he, 

I  may  have  a  hundred  li  lends  ;  and, 
if  my  fee  be  two  guineas,  I  lhall  by 
relinquilhlng  my  right  Irfe  two  liun- 
dred  guineas,  and  no  iriend  gain 
more  than  two  ;  there  is  therelure  no 
proportion  between  ilic  good  Impart¬ 
ed  and  the  evil  fnilered.’’ 

He  was  in  Ireland  when  Steele, 
without  any  communication  ot  his 
defign,  began  the  publication  ot  the 
Tatler  ;  but  he  was  not  long  conceal¬ 
ed  :  by  inferring  a  remark  on  \irgil, 
which  Addifon  had  given  him,  he 
difcoveretl  himft'll.  It  is  ir.deed  not 
eafy  for  any  man  to  write  upon  litera¬ 
ture,  or  common  Hie,  ib  as  not  to 
make  himfelt  known  to  thofe  w’ith 
whom  lie  fanriiliariy  converfes,  and 
w'ho  are  acquainted  with  his  track 


of  fludy,  his  favourite  topfeks,  hia 
peculiar  notions,  and  his  habituai 
phrafes. 

If  Steele  defired  to  write  in  lecret, 
he  was  not  lucky  ;  a  lingle  month 
deteded  him.  His  firfl  Tatler  was 
publilhed  April  22.  (1709),  and  Ad- 
difon’s  contribution  appeared  May 
26.  Tickell  obferves  that  the  Tatler 
began  and  was  concluded  without  his 
concurrence.  This  is  doubtlefs  lite¬ 
rally  true  bur  the  work  did  not  luf- 
fer  much  by  his  unconfcioiilnels  of  its 
cominencement,  or  his  abi'ence  at  its 
celTation  ;  for  he  coniiiuicd  his  aflif- 
tance  to  December  23.  and  the  paper 
flopped  on  January  2.  He  did  not 
diflingiiilh  his  pieces  by  any  llgna- 
tiire  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  his 
name  W’as  not  kept  fecrct  till  the  pa¬ 
pers  were  rollcifled  into  volumes. 

To  the  Taller,  in  about  two  months, 
fuccctded  the  Specflator  ;  a  feries  ol' 
elfays  of  the  fame  kind,  but  written 
with  lefs  levity,  upon  a  more  regular 
plan,  and  pnbiiflied  daily.  Such  an 
undertaking  lliewed  the  writers  no*, 
to  diltrull  their  own  copioufneL  of 
materials  or  iacillty  of  compolition, 
and  their  performance  juflified  their 
confidence.  They  found,  however, 
in  their  progrefs,  many  auxiliaries. 
To  attempt  a  Angle  paper  was  no  ter¬ 
rifying  labour;  many  pieces  were  cl  • 
fered,  and  many  were  received. 

Addifon  had  enough  of  the  zeal  of 
party,  but  Steele  had  at  that  time  al- 
moll  nothing  clfe.  The  Spe<flator,  in 
one  of  the  flrit  papers,  Ihewed  the 
political  tenets  of  its  anthoi  s  ;  but  a 
refolulion  was  form  taken  of  court- 
ing  general  approbation  by  genevai 
lopiek*;,  and  lubjecL  on  which 
had  produced  no  ciiverfity  of  fent;- 
I  ments  ;  fuch  as  literature,  morality, 
and  familiar  life.  To  this  pra'flicc 
thtv  adhe»'ed  with  very  few  dcvla- 
tions.  The  ardour  of  Steele  cnee 
broke  out  in  prail’e  of  Marlborough  ; 
and  when  Dr  Flectw'ood  prefixed  to 
fome  lermons  a  preface,  overflowing 
with  whiggllh  opinions,  that  it  mighc 
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be  rcaJ  by  the  Queen,  it  was  reprint¬ 
ed  in  the  Speiflator. 

To  teach  the  minuter  decencies  and 
inferior  duties,  to  regulate  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  daily  converfation,  to  corre^ft 
thofe  depravities  which  are  rather  ri- 
dicidous  than  criminal,  and  remove 
thofe  grievances  which,  if  they  pro 
duce  no  laliing  calamities,  imprefs 
hourly  vexation,  was  firil  atcernpied  j 
in  Italy  by  Cafa  in  his  book  of  Ma?i-  j 
nsrsy  and  Caftl^lioue  in  his  Courtier^  1 
two  books  yet  celebrated  in  Italy  for 
purity  and  elegance,  and  wnich,  if 
they  are  now  lels  read,  are  negh  clod 
only  bfcaufe  they  have  effect «:  1  that 
reformation  which  their  authors  in¬ 
tended,  and  their  precepts  now  are  no 
longer  wanted.  Their  ulefulnels  to 
the  age  in  which  they  were  wTitten, 
is  rufficlcntly  attefted  by  the  tranfla- 
tious  which  almoft  all  the  nations  of 
Europe  were  in  hafte  to  obtain. 

Thisfpccics  of  inth'udlion  was  con¬ 
tinued,  and  perhaps  advanced,  by  the 
French;  among  whom  La  Bntyere^s 
Manners  of  the  Age,  though,  as 
BoiJeau  remarked,  it  is  written  wdih- 
out  conneeftion,  certainly  defervts 
great  prail’t,  for  Jivelinefs  of  deferip- 
tion  and  juhnefs  of  obhrvation. 

.  Betore  the  Tatkr  and  Spc<5fator,  if 
the  WTiiers  for  the  theatre  are  ex¬ 
cepted,  England  had  no  makers  of 
common  life.  No  writers  had  yet  un¬ 
dertaken  to  reform  either  the  I'avage- 
uefs  of  negle<k,  or  the  impertinence 
of  civility  ;  to  teach  when  to  fpeak, 
or  to  be  filtnt ;  howtorcful'e,  (.r  how  ! 
to  comply.  We  w'anted  not  books  10  I 
teach  us  our  more  important  duties, 
and  to  fettle  opinions  in  phdofopnv 
t)r  politics  ;  but  an  y^rhitcr  eltgi:?tt:a- 
ruviy  a  judge  of  propriety,  w'as  yet 
wanting,  who  fnould  I’urvey  the  track 
of  daily  converfation,  and  free  it  :rom 
ihoins  and  prickles,  which  teaze 
the  palfer,  though  they  do  not  w^ound 
Jiim. 

For  this  purpofe  nothing  is  fo  pro¬ 
per  as  the  frequent  publication  of 
Ihort  papers,  w^hich  we  read  not  as 


(ludy  but  amufement.  If  the  fubjc(5t 
be  flight,  the  treatife  likewife  is  Ihort. 
The  bufy  may  find  time,  and  the  idle 
may  find  patience. 

This  mode  of  conveying  cheap  and 
eafy  knowledge  began  among  us  in 
tne  civil  war,  w'hen  it  was  much  the 
intereft  of  either  party  to  raife  and  fix 
the  prejudices  of  the  people  At 
that  time  appeared  Merciirias  Auli- 
cus,  Mercurius  Rullic^is,  uid  Mercu- 
rius  Civicus.  It  i‘  ax  that  when 
any  title  grew  pop-  .  ii  was  ftolen 
by  the  antagoidil,  win;  tyy  this  flrata- 
ge  ri  conveyed  his  notions  to  thofe 
who  would  not  have  received  him  had 
he  not  worn  the  appearance  of  a  friend. 
The  tumult  of  thofe  unhappy  days 
left  fcarcely  any  man  leifure  to  trea- 
fure  up  occafional  compofitions  ;  and 
fo  much  w^ere  they  negleded,  that  a 
complete  collcdion  is  no  where  to  be 
found. 

Thcfe  Mercuries  were  fucceeded  by 
L’Ellrange’s  Obfervator,  and  that  by 
Lefly's  Rehearlal,  and  perhaps  by 
others ;  but  hitherto  nothing  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  people,  in  this 
commodious  manner,  but  controver- 
fy  relating  to  the  Church  or  State  ; 
ot  which  they  taught  many  to  talk 
whom  they  could  not  teach  to  judge. 

It  has  been  fuggefted  that  the  Royal 
Society  was  inftituted  foon  after  tlie 
Rekoration,  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  public  difeontent. 
The  Tatler  and  Spedator  had  the 
lame  tendency;  tliey  were  publifhed 
at  a  time  when  two  parties,  loud,  rek- 
lels,  and  violent,  each  with  plaufjble 
declarations,  and  each  perhaps  with¬ 
out  any  dikind  termination  of  its 
views,  were  agitating  tiie  nation;  to 
minds  heated  with  political  contek, 
they  fupplied  cooler  and  more  inof- 
feiifive  rekedions  ;  and  it  is  faid  by 
Addilon,  in  a  fuhfeqiient  work,  that 
they  had  a  perceptible  influence  upon 
the  converfation  of  that  time,  and 
taught  the  frolick  and  the  gay  to 
unite  merriment  with  decency  ;  an 
cfFed  which  they  never  can  w'holiy 
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loi'cj  while  they  continue  to  be  among  i  forbearing-  Sir  Roger  for  the  time  to 
the  firft  books  by  which  both  fexes  j  come. 

are  initiated  in  the  elegancies  of  know-  Oi  elTays  thus  elegant,  thus  inflruc* 

rri  comm«)dioully  dillrl- 

1  he  fatler  and  Spctflator  reduced,  butcJ,  it  is  natural  to  ■'uppofc  the  ap* 

like  Cala,  the  unfettled  praaice  of  probation  general  and  the  fale  uunic- 
daily  intercourfe^  to  propriety’  and  loas,  i  once  heard  it  obferved,  liiut 
politenels  ;  and,  like  La  Bniyere,  ex-  the  file  may  be  calculated  by  the  pro¬ 
hibited  the  Ciiara^fers  and  Manners  dua  of  tne  tax,  rciat.d  in  the  lad 
1)1  the  Age.  T.  he  perlonages  intro-  ,  number  to  produce  more  than  twenty 
duced  in  the*ie  papers  vvcie  not  mere-  ;  pounds  a- week,  and  therefore  iiated 
ly  idf^al;  they  were  then  known,  and  <  at  one-aiid-i  wcnfy  pounds,  or  three 
confpicuous  in  various  ftations.  of  pounds  ten  Ihlllings  a-day:  this,  at  a 
the  Taller  this  is  told  by  Steele  in  his  ,  hallpcnny  a  paper,  will  give  fixtecti 
lalf  paper,  and  of  the  Spectator  by  1  hundred  and  eighty  for  the  daily 
Budgell  in  the  Preface  to  I  heophra-  |  number. 

hus  ;  a  book  which  Addifon  has  re-  |  This  fale  is  not  great ;  yet  this,  if 
commended,  and  which  he  was  j  Swift  be  credited,  was  likely  to  grow 
fufpe^ed  to  have  revifed,  if  he  did  not  j  lefs  ;  for  he  declared  that  the  Speita- 
write  it.  Of  thole  portraits,  which  j  tor,  whom  he  ridicules  tor  his  eiidlefs 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fometimes  em-  mention  of  the  fair /c.v,  had,  before 
belliflied,  and  fometimes  aggravated,  hib  rccefs  wearied  his  readers, 
the  originals  are  partly  known,  and  be  co7itinucd.) 

partly  forgotten. 

But  to  fay  that  they  united  the  plans  j  LORD  Ll'^TTE LTD X\'  LETTER 
of  two  or  three  eminent  writers,  is  to  j 

give  tliem  but  a  fmall  part  of  their  Letter  Lll.  [P.  327.] 

due  praife;  they  fuperadded  litera¬ 
ture  and  criticiUn,  and  fometimes  T  WISH l£D, for  many  reafons,  that 
towered  far  above  their  prcJecciTors,  j  you  could  have  accompanied  me 
and  taught,  with  great  jullnefs  of  ar-  j  hither;  but  another  is  now  adJeJ  to 
gument  and  dignit)  of  language,  j  the  number,  by  an  unpleafant  iiidif- 
the  mod  important  duties  and  fublimc  ‘  pofition  that  lias  iiung  upon  me  for 
truths.  fome  time  ;  and,  th.'ugu  it  does  nor. 

All  thefe  topicks  were  happily  varied  ;  keep  me  at  home,  it  deprives  iiic  of 
with  elegant  fictions  and  refined  alle-  •  any  and  every  eidoyriK.nr  W  '^n  I  go 
gories,  and  illuminated  with  different  ♦  abroad  I  want  you  to  Cf*ufole  me, 
changes  of  ftilc  and  felicities  of  inven-  |  to  afTill:  my  prefent  tendency  to  grave 
tion.  i  fpeculations,  and  to  behold  me  ’an 

It  is  recorded  by  Budgell,  that  of 
the  charatffers  feigned  or  exhl»)ited  in 
the  Spciffator,  the  favourite  of  Addi¬ 
fon  was  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  ot 
whom  lie  had  formed  a  very  delicate 
and  difcriininating  idea,  which  he 
would  not  fuffer  to  be  violated  ;  and 
therefore  when  Steele  had  fhewa  him 
innocently  picking  up  a  giri  in  t  tc 
Temple,  and  taking  her  into  a  tavern, 
he  drew  upon  hinifclf  fo  much  ot 
Ills  friend's  irrjlgnation.,  that  he  was 
forced  to  app'iKic  him  by  a  proonic  of 


example  ot  your  tavounte  propofinon, 
thar  man  is  a  fuperdltlons  auimai, 
A  being  continually  agitated  by  hopes 
and  fears,  is  nat’uraliy  difpofed  to 
confidtr  every  ulviai  cccurrc’.  te  as 
an  omen  of  his  good  or  e\il  fortune, 
x'hc  hot  and  cr>]d  fits  of  11.' c,  from 
one  or  other  of  which  we  arc  1  :ldo.n 
free,  keep  tlie  mind  in  that  rren  ulnus 
Ptate  of  fafpence  wiiicli  m.akes  reaf  )n 
fabfervient  to  the  licklv  power  of 
i  magi  radon.  Common  lup'mdirion 
is  'awnkened  by  the  eager  pL.mfuiw  of 
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the  inoh  common  objei^s,  and  is  par¬ 
ticularly  vifible  ill  thole  wh<>  attend 
upon  the  nightly  orgies  of  the  god  of 
game  ;  where  the  force  of  lucky  and 
unlucky  omens  is  llr.nigly  as  well  as 
univerially  impreffed. 

Women,  and  men  who  rtfemble 
women,  are  fuppofed,  from  extreme 
fear  of  difappointment,  to  be  very 
generally  difpofed  to  the  habit  of 
drawing  idle  confequcnces  from  every 
trivial  event.  But  wherefore  do  I 
venture  an  imputation  againft  the 
weaker  fex,  or  the  lefs  relblute  part 
of  my  own,  when  a  moment’s  relkc- 
tion  convinces  me  that  the  ftrongeft 
mind  cannot  always  refill  the  fame 
influence ;  and  that  it  is  not  in  the 
utmoll  perfe(5lion  of  human  nature 
to  boafl  a  perfed  fuperiority  over  it. 
The  wide  extent  of  antiquity  is  full 
of  it :  the  flight  of  birds,  and  the  in- 
traiis  of  beafts,  determined  the  fate 
of  kings  and  the  profperity  of  nations. 
The  vifion  of  the  night,  and  the 
awakening  hour,  gave  a  colour  of 
good  or  evil  to  the  lucceeding  day  ; 
and  the  unwieldy  code  of  proverbial 
wifdom  is  indebted  for  its  bulk  to  the 
liberal  aid  of  pregnant  fuperflition  : 
nay,  were  I  to  explore  the  modern 
and  more  rational  fyftem  of  later 
ages,  it  would  only  be  tracing  a  more 
cxtenfive  chart  of  human  credulity. 

This  propenfity  of  the  mind,  which 
is  trifling  and  tranfitory  in  thecourfc 
of  ordinary  occurrences,  becomes  a 
grievous  and  opprefllve  weight,  w’hen, 
from  the  frowns  of  fortune,  or  the 
languors  of  difeafe,  it  palfes  from  this 
world  fo  another.  When  the  frame 
begins  to  dilcover  fymptoms  of  de¬ 
cay,  when  its  pains  and  debility  fix 
the  eloomy  idea  of  an  eternal  fepara- 
tion  upon  a  mind  unufed  to  fimilar, 
or  perhaps  any  ferious  contempla¬ 
tions,  there  is  no  altei  native  but 
floical  apathy  or  fanciful  fuperftition. 
I  am  not  difpofed  to  admit  the  pofli- 
bility  of  the  iormor,  or,  at  lead,  it  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  my  nature  to 
attain  it ;  I  muft,  therefore,  fubmit 


to  the  latter,  and  endeavour  to  flicker 
my  weaknefs  under  that  of  all  man¬ 
kind  ill  all  ages  of  the  world. 

Will  you  believe  me  when  I  tell 
you,  ihar,  in  a  morning’s  ride,  whicli 
condudcvi  me  by  ibme  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  flics  employed  in  the  manufac¬ 
tories  in  my  neighbourhood,  I  fliud- 
deied  at  the  fight  of  their  angry 
flames,  and  exprefled  my  fenfations 
to  the  young  lady  I  accompanied,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  her  cheek 
pale  as  my  own.—  It  has  been  obler-  | 
ved  by  fbme  wicked  wit,  and  I  be-  | 
lieve  by  Voltaire  (for  the  thought  is  | 
of  his  cafl),  that,  on  the  morning  ot  ' 
the  thirtieth  of  January^  every  Sove¬ 
reign  in  Europe  riles  with  a  crick  in  hh 
neck.  Now,  you  may  apply  tliis 
idea,  lor  your  amufement,  to  the 
alarms  1  have  jull  deferibed.  I  am 
finner  enough  to  juflify  the  applica- 
tion,and  am  at  prefent  humble  enough 
to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  it.  The 
fame  llirewd  genius  declared,  when 
he  was  out  of  humour  with  a  certain 
race  of  kings,  ^le  tons  les  Bourhom 
craignent  le  (liable :  neverthelefs  (ior 
I  am  determined  to  be  even  w  ith  him), 
if  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  general 
and  uniform  report,  the  lively  fatirilt 
was  himfelf  fubjed  to  certain  flts  of 
defpondency,  when  he  fullered  fevere-  / 
ly  from  fimilar  apprehcnfions.  Mors 
injlans  riumina  viajora  Jacit. 

Tranquillity,  I  am  told,  is  abfo- 
lutcly  neceffary  for  the  reftoration  of 
my  body  ;  but,  in  fubmitting  to  the 
propoled  remedy  for  rny  corporal  iii- 
Hrmities,  I  lhall  certainly  acquire  all 
the  horrors  of  inteiledlual  difeafe,  if 
you  do  not  haften  to  confole  me.  If 
you  refufe  me  your  temporal  £pm* 
forts,  I  (hall  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  applying  to  the  Reverend  John 
IVeJley^  who,  according  to  the  Bir- 
mingham  paper,  is  preaching  about 
the  neighbourhood,  to  aflift  me  with 
his  fpiritual  elixir. 

- was  here  laft  week,  and  happy 

beyond  expreffion  in  the  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  rural  luxury  ;  but  the  beau* 
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tiful  fccnes  vT.ich  filieJ  his  niiiij  with  |  into  difficulties,  and  made  me  depen- 
fuch  mad  and  mortifying  dchght,  are  |  dent  where  dependence  is  particularly 
viewed,  by  niy  jauiiJiccd  eye,  with  |  paialul  ;  to  whicn  may  be  added  fome 
lefs  than  indiffierence  chough  when  Icurvy  ireatmenr,  which  I  do  not  like 
he  exclaimed,  I  to  ilunk  of,  and  am'  lorry  has  got 

Riira  mihi,  ct  rigui  placcaut  in  vallibus  j  abroad.  - ought  to  have  cut  the 


amues;  b».ill\’s  throat  without  heiiiation  ; 

Flumin:^  amem  inglrrio«n.; — -  but  he  was  a  tranquil  fpeaator  of  the 

a  moment’s  feeble  inlpiration  enabled  bufmefs,  and  had  not  the  graliiiide 
me  to  add,  to  rltk  his  own  pitiful  life  to  lave  my 

- - O  ul’ii  cajnpi,  nonoiir. 

Sperelhu'q  le,  el  v:r;y'rii:jus  bicchata  La-  When  I  Eriouily  reflect  on  the 
Citnts.  !  miferies  of  depeiidence,  by  whatever 

vjTffa  j  ^  I  niay  be  didmgnllhed,  1  can- 

Adieu,  and  believe  me,  S:c.  5cc.  not  but  admit  e  the  prudence,  and 

Kive  this  nuMue  it  received  a  letter  j  difpoliiioii  of  thofe  men  who 

from  - ,  wiiich  proves  him  to  \  themlclvcs  above  it.  1  am 

be  ibe  mull  unur.neful  villain  i„  That  no  man  can  be  liappy 

cxilL-nce.  'I'bis  conviaion  lias,  I  |  l‘o»«urabh,  who  docs  not  pr.)por- 
believe,  I'orcc.l  an  uiievpeiSed  ‘■'iow  I  cxpenccs  to  the  means  he 

mv.n  mv  wo.  conmcnanccr  It  |  ph'-^ie  is  %- 

may  be  fi-r  the  belt  tliat  my  imme-  !  roe  man  who 

dintc indilbolition  pre  vents  me  Irom  t  c'ery  >  "S  cb.v;  the  ruirlJ, 

honomin-  t!ie  raital  with  a  re- 


C.tHlS. 


'p.yjiroi  !  - - - 

Adieu,  and  believe  me,  S:c.  5cc.  | 

I  have  this  nuMue-it  received  a  letter  j 
from  - ,  wiiich  proves  him  to  : 


Letter  LlII. 


AIy  dear 


jiono'ii  m;/  liie  leov-cti  wilu  a  le-  i  ^  ^  . 

j  ^  *  luMig  the  lame  conduct  nmil  iubmic 

^  !  to  the  .ibjecl  idea  oi  being  beneath  it. 

Letter  LlII.  |  If  your  creditor  is  a  ihoem-aker,  and 

AIy  dear - ,  |  you  cannot  difeharge  his  bill,  what- 

THP2  letter  which  1  had  the  pica-  j  ever  your  r  ink  may  be,  lie  becomes 
furc  n!  receiving  Irntn  you  yef*  !  yonr  fuperior  ;  and  the  moment  you 
terday,  afforded  me  all  the  fatitfac-  |  put  it  out  or  your  jxnver  to  pay  a 
tion  I  had  fo  much  reaibu  to  expect  iervint  his  wage^',  lie  beco!ne^  your 


T 


from  it.  But,  as  every  good  in  tills  j  mailer,  and  you  mull  not  only  fub- 
worlJ  mull  have  its  alloy,  it  was  ac-  |  mix  to  his  imp -riinence,  hut  com  ive 
companied  by  one  of  thofe  haii’-dii^.i-  at  his  iVauds,  in  order  to  prevent  this 
toria!  epiitles,  which,  under  t!\e  colour  liveried  creditor  fiom  making  his  de¬ 
nt  frienJdy  co!iccrn,  and  in  the  garb  mands.  3  tell  you  honedly,  that  tlie 
()f  refpc*(5tlul  I'angiMgc,  con'ain^  no  galied  horle  winces  on  tne  occalion, 
fmall  degree  of  concealed  imperii  j  and  thaC  my  w  ithers  are  moll  Lverely 
ncnce.  certa’n  relation  ot  mi.ie  j  wrung.  I  fev-l  the  grief  fo  feufibly, 
never  tails  to  p.itcr  Jiie  wn'ii  a  few  j  that,  it  I  lUnl  an  amanuenfis  at  iiand, 
f)f  tiiem,  whenever  1  fiappen  to  be  in  |  I  lliouiii  lixe  topaiTole  my  libr.ii  \ , and, 
his  debt.  1  had  rather  pay  him  ten  !  diftate  a^difeonrle  on  worldly  pr'u- 
per  cent,  if  he  vcoidd  ipare  ms  coiiii  |  dsiice.  l  lie  circnmipe<ft  ufe  ol  mo- 
fels,  than  hive  the  loan  without  in-  ney,  arifmg  not  from  any  avaricious 
tered,  and  encumbered  with  tliem.  p'uncinle,  but  nom  ine  v\ile  pia^iicc 
But  this  is  not  all ;  for  I  am  obliged  of  applying  means  to  ends,  will  keep 
to  pl.iy  the  hypocrite  againlt  tiie  a  man  in  that  w’ife  il.ite  ot  indepen- 
**'raiii  — to  acknov/ledge  nis  p'o<^dneis,  der»ce  w  hicu  is  iO\,k  of  life.  v,)n 
To  promife  a  neiulnwnt,  and  fo  on.  :mit  fomKlaiion  he  can  daud  firm. 
The  lait  jaunt  ended  ’inpr-a  ;  return  the  mmguty  look,  fmile  at  the 

fitably  :  it  emptied  my  pnr!e^  bjd  me  i  iuptrcinoui  Ifoc.  n,  give  truth  its  Ju^ 

Vim.  LVK  I  -.21 
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force,  aud  fcorn  the  embroidered  He. 
You  have  a  fon  ;  and  let  me  adviie 
you,  while  the  fraartings  of  the  ino- 
ment  didtatc  the  couiifel,  to  inftill  in¬ 
to  his  tender  mind  the  lading  jm- 
preffions  of  a  liberal  prudence,  with¬ 
out  which  virtue  is  continually  har- 
faflcd  by  neceflity,  pleafure  has  but 
an  interrupted  enjoyment,  and  life 
becomes  a  chequered  feene  of  agita¬ 
tion  and  didrefs. 

pectinia  prhmnn  ; 

Virtus  poft  nuvnnos. 

But  this  by  the  way. — ^ou  inform 
me  that  you  every  day  expe<d  an  in- 
creafe  of  your  family,  which  I  very 
fincerely  hope  may  prove  an  addition 
to  your  happihefs.*  Kovrever,  I  can- 
hot  hut  think  it  a  great  midake  to 
make  merry  over  a  creature  who  is 
born  to  the  fame  miferies  as  our- 
felves,  who,  the  drd  moment  he  draws 
the  breath  of  life,  is  enrolled  in  the 
fegidcr  of  death,  and,  from  the  womb, 
makes  fwift  and  dire^  advances  to 
the  grave.  1  am  almod  a  convert  to 
tiie  pra6Hce  of  the  ^hraciausy  who 
wept  befide  the  cradle,  and  danced 
around  the  tomb.  Thefe  opinions 
wi|]  probably  preclude  any  propofals 
to  me  from  becoming  a  godlather. 

Mrs  - -  once  did  me  the  honour 

to  hint  fomething  of  that  nature  ; 
but  I  beg  you  to  tell  her,  from  your 
own  experience,  that  I  am  too  iin- 
lanJlified  a  perfon  to  take  upon  me 
the  cliarafler  of  a  baptifmal  fponlbr. 
You  will  then  be  fo  obliging  as  to 
add,  trom  me,  that  I  (hall  ever  have 
too  fincere  a  regard  for  any  child  of 
hers,  to  procure  it  fo  ungracious  an 
entrance  into  the  Chridian  church, 
as  I  am  apprehenfive  it  would  find 
were  I  to  be  the  officiating  iillicr 
on  the  occafion.  Your’s,  &c. 

{^To  be  continued,^ 

riiOUGUrS  tn  religious 

ZEAL. 

I  NEVER  think  of  certain  theolo¬ 
gical  fyftcms  but  a  kind  of  af- 


fociation  wdiich  afls  as  fuddenly  a* 
indin<5l,  I  recall  to  my  mind  a  fmart 
reply  that  Valenttncy  in  Congreveks 
Love  for  Love/*  made  to  Scandal; 
The  latter  complimenting  himlelf  on 
his  tender  management  of  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  his  very  numerous  acquain¬ 
tance,'  %vas  thus  anfwered  by  the  for¬ 
mer — Why  truly,  Scandal,  the  re¬ 
putation  of  fliofe  whom  you  are  con- 
neded  with  is  fo  exceedingly  rotten^ 
that  you  need  to  treat  it  very  tenderly^ 
led  it  ffiould  fall  to  pieces.**  There 
is,  I  grant,  very  little  connefHon  be- 
tw’een  a  theological  paradox  and  a 
dreke  of  theatrical  wit  (af  lead  fuch 
wit  as  w’e  meet  with  in  Congreve)* 
yet  I  have  an  odd  kind  of  a  fancy 
that  is  every  hour  in  the  day  druck 
wdth  analogies  between  objeifls  the 
mod  heterogeneous  in  quality,  and 
the  mod  didant  in  frtuation. — Muta- 
tls  viutandisy  thought  I,  and  Valen¬ 
tine’s  joke  will  do  tery  well  here. 
Was  not  this  the  very  reafon  for 
which  the  inquidtion  was  fird  ercid- 
ed  ?  It  had  a  rotten  carcafe  to  defend ; 
and  being  fufpicious  that  it  would 
not  be  very  tenderly  handled,  luilefs 
by  thofc  wlio  lived  upon  the  favour 
of  it,- dared  the  more  fqiieamiOi  to  come 
nigh  it,  on  pain  of  being  trufled  up 
and  roaded  themlelves.  It  was  for 
the  fake  of  the  fame  mafs  of  putre-  ' 
fadlion,  and  to  prevent  your  over 
nice  folks  from  turning  up  their  no- 
fes  at  it  (which  had  a  very  bad  effefl 
on  many  whqfe  organs  w^ere  not 
acute  enough  to  fmeil  it  out  of  their 
own  accord),  that  fo  many  bonfires 
were  lighted  up  in  Smithfield.  Could 
thofe  children  of  fire  and  fmoak  have 
conveyed  the  dench  to  Greenland, 
Zembla,  or  the  Lord  kno^s  nxihere^^  (as 
Mr  Pope  wittily  fays,  in  one  of  his 
ferrous  poems),  they  >Vould  have 
done  fomething  :  but,  as  it  happened^ 
they  did  w'orfe  than  nothing.  The 
grofs  particles  only  floated  about  at 
home  more  obnoxious  than  ever  ;  and 
the  fire  which  made  them  more  ili 
favoured,  made  tho  people  more 
quick-leented  alfo. 
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W'hy  was  an  Inde^  expiirgatorius 
jpublilhcd  ?  Why  was  the  bibie  hud¬ 
dled  up  5ike  ftolen  goods  that  the 
thief  would  hide  any  where  rather 
than  have  them  produced  as  evidence  I 
againft  him  in  open  court?  Why  was 
it  Ihuffled  into  old  Father  Jerom’s 
lap  ?  and  v;hy  were  none  permitted 
to  look  at  it  but  through  the  fpe(fla- 
cles  of  a  priell  ?  Why  were  bulls  if- 
ifued,  and  counfels  convened,  and 
creeds  ehabliflifrd,  and  anathemas 
denounced,  and  inJulgencies  grant¬ 
ed  ? — It  was  all  for  this  dirty  bufmefs 
of  difliing  out  a  rotten  joint  ;  or  keep- 
ing  together  by  cramps  and  bands  a 
fyftem  of  corruption  that  would  have 
fallen  to  pieces  of  itfelf. 

I  might  bring  Valentine’s  joke  into 
further  play  ;  but  1  would  not  be  too 
particular.  It  may  be  fufficient  grave¬ 
ly  to  obferve,  by  way  of  a  general 
maxim,  that  the  palFons  of  mankind 
are  an  overmatch  for  their  judgments. 
Thofe  take  the  lead,  and  thefc  tamely 
fubmit.  Education  and  cullom,  by 
aa  obliquity  the  mod  perverfe  that 
can  be  imagined,  add  llrength  where 
it  is  leaif  needed,  and  fupply  arms 
fabricated  in  the  great  forge  of  the 
church,  to  keep  in  av/e  that  poor 
thing  called  reafon,  which  Heaven 
knows  is  too  weak  in  general  to  make 
much  refinance  ;  and  would  rather 
for  peace  and  quiemcls  fake  capitu¬ 
late  on  any  terms  than  run  the  har 
zard  of  a  pitched  battle. 

In  Popilh  countries  the  priePs  be¬ 
gin  the  cry,  and  the  people  fiilow, 
uiji  as  they  are  Icd^  it  is  a  matter  of 
perfe«5l  indiilerence  to  ^hem  what  the 
objedt  is.  It  may  be  t*'  wcrlhip  the 
hoft  ;  or  it  may  be  (tor  I  would  not 
bet  a  farthing  on  the  odds)  to  daih 

out  the  brains  or  thofe  who  are  not 
.  •  •  1  •  • 

quite' fo  ceremonious. 

IVly  religion  I” — that  is  the  cry. 
And  pray,  Sir,  ^ehat  is  your  religion  ? 

_ “  Why  my  father’s  religion,  and 

sny  grandtathcr’s  too. — It  is  in  the 
family,  I  find  ; — yes,  Sir,  and  there 
it  lhall  continue  as  long  as  I  can  keep 


3^3 

^  it.  I  hate  idle  and  Impertinent  quef- 

j  tions  that  turn  on  your  JVhatj  and 
your  Wherefores,  It  is  enough  for 
me  that  I  have  found  it  as  it  is.  I 
W’ould  not  fet  up  for  more  knowledge 
than  ray  betters.”  Now  is  there  one 
is  ten  thoufand  (take  the  world  iu 
the  grofs)  that  can  argue  more  to  the 
purpofe  ?  This  is  a  plain  beaten 
track.  It  is  (as  a  friend  of  mine 
would  fometimes  obferve  archly)  the 
Ki;ifs  highw’ay  to  Heaven  :  and  if, 
dear  .Chrilliap  reader,  thou  hall  no 
extraordinary*  prepoireillon  for  fingu- 
iarity  (which  by  the  way  is  a  fad 
mibiortune,  erpecially  when  it  comes 
acrofs  the  brain  of  a  parfon  who  can¬ 
not  afford  to  pay  for  any  out-of-the- 
way  whim) ;  if,  I  fay,  thou  art  not 
minded  to  lofe  thyfelf  in  a  thicket, 
and  be  wounded  and  einbarraffcd  by 
briars  and  thorns,  it  w’ill  be  more 
commodious  for  thee  to  keep  on  in 
the  old  path^  without  deviating  either 
to  the  right  hand  or  the  left.  Amidll 
a  multitude  of  other  conveniencies 
which  a  man  will  find  the  benefit  of 
In  cold  feafons  and  hard  times,  when 
every  thing  is  taxed  fo  high,  and  a 
pound  of  confcience  will  not  purchalc 
a  penny-worth  of  bread,  he  v-’il!  here, 
to  keep  him  in  countenance,  and  to 
keep  up  his  fpirits  too,  find  abundance 
of  w’hat  is  '  called  good  company  : 
and  if  he  Ihould  chance  to  lofe  his 
eyes,  he  will  find  it  no  impediment 
in  the  world  to  his  w*alking  in  this 
broad  way  with  fafety  and  facility- 
equal  CO  any  one.  Nay,  indeed,  the 
lofs  may  be  of  very  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantage  to  him,  as  in  that  cafe  he 
will  meet  with  no  alluring  objects  to 
tempt  him  out  of  the  road. 

Now  ferioufly,  ye  redoubted  cham¬ 
pions  of  wbat  you  yourJehes.^cM  ra¬ 
tional  FAITH,  when  men  are  » aught 
to  receive  their  religion  as  they  do 
their  ellates,  tliat  is  as  a  hirthriy^ht^  is 
it  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  Ihould 
be  willing  to  keep  ic  as  long  as  they 
can  ? — tipecially  too,  when  intereft  is 
in  the  tenure  ;  and  the  tics  of  friend?^ 
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connexion?,  and  dependencies  unite 
v’itli  the  prepoireflTions  of  a  man’s  own 
confcicnce.  No  matter  whether  !t 
be  well  or  ill  informed  ;  you  are  not 
appointed  arbitrator  here  ;  it  is  the 
confciencc,  and  that  is  enough. 
Now^  till  you  can  give  him  wnat  vou 
call  reaion,  to  counterbalance  w'har 
you  call  prejudice,  yniir  appeals,  your 
adJreffesy  your  replies,  and  rejoinders 
will  have  but  little  effect,  unlefs  On 
youifclf ;  for,  as  the  poet  obferves, 

Zeal  ^^shen  ba'ffled  turns  spleen. 

<<  Zeal  (faid  another  excellent  friend 
once  to  me,  as  we  were  talking  one 
evening  about  the  oppofite  plans  ot 
reformation  fet  on  foot  by  the  Soci- 
nians  and  the  Metliodifts), —  zeal  un¬ 
doubtedly,  faid  he,  is  a  very  excellent 
principle,  when  knowledge  is  its  foun¬ 
dation,  and  charily  its  fupport,  With¬ 
out  the  former  it  wnU  be  wild  and  ir¬ 
regular  ;  without  the  latter,  dange¬ 
rous  an  l  pernicious.  The  innocence 
of  the  dove  lies  at  the  very  root  ol  all 
true  religion,  and  Ihould  be  invariably 
regarded  in  every  attempt  to  promote 
and  exreiul  its  influence,  ,  But  the 
<wijdcm  cf  the  ferpent  ought  not  to  be 
difregarded  in  pn^fecuting  the  noble 
dcfign,  led  we  irritate  vhe  diforder 
we  mean  to  cure,  and  defeat  our  in«* 
tentions  by  our  imprudence. 

A  peribn  (he  proceeded  to  ob- 
ierve)  of  a  precipitate  turn  of  mind, 
when  his  heart,  enflamed  by  principles 
W'hich  he  conceives  of  everialling  con 
fequence,  hath  got  the  better  of  Jiis 
head,  will  endeavour  to  propagate 
them  by  the  mo(i  inconliderate  mca- 
lures,  regard lels  of  times,  perfons, 
places,  and  clrcumdances  ;  the  com¬ 
plexions  of  which  inuit  necc  li'arijy  l)e 
confulted  and  attended  to,  if  we  would 
fee  the  good  efled  of  our  endeavours. 
To  be  afhamed  of  religion  is  abfolute- 
ly,  faid  he,  another  form  of  expreffion 
for  having  no  heart  for  it.  'Bo  be 
afraid  to  defend  ir,  when  occafion  re¬ 
quires  and  opportunity  fuits,  is  a  piece 
of  cowardice  beneath  a  man.  But 


we  mull  not  detend  it  by  weapons 
tliat  will  turn  upon  illelf,  and  Inlicad 
of  con(|UCiihg  its  onpoir;iito,  caimU 
nifler  to  its  o  vn  ill  lucceb.  Jt  is  not 
every  on-  tua'  talks  ioudefl  and  oi- 
tenell  about  dodi  ines  and  principles 
of  tciith  5  it  IS  nv.)t  every  one  13 
aiiibiiious  oFex.tiiiag  ins  charaderby 
the  cant  ol  a  parly,  wlio,  If  a  iicietle, 
thinks  orthodoxy  nonfenit,  i  r,  if  or¬ 
thodox,  deems  h^reiV  10  be  voile 
tliaii  bniii.,1  ality  ;  it  is  not  eveiy  one 
who,  oil  trie  moil  trifling  incidents, 
runs  oil  in  a  flraiii  of  fpiritualizanon, 
giving  a  fancliinonitais  uo  n  to  every 
warrd  that  is  dropped,  and  every 
objed  that  is  feen,  in  all  fnts  cf 
company  ;  truli  me,  Sir,  it  is  not 
every  one  wiio  is  fo  violc^ntly  bent 
on  being  thought  fomewhat  wonder¬ 
ful  in  Ills  way,  that  feels  the  irueic 
imprefiioiis  of  religion,  and  is  inoit 
governed  by  its  mild  and  Heady  iii- 
riucnce  tliroiigli  the  trying  vicilllLudes 
of  life.  Tiie  nuui  wiio  drops  a  tear 
in  private  over  tiie  follies  and  vices 
of  Ills  fclK)W-creaturc3  ;  who,  retired 
from  the  eye  cf  the  world,  pours  his 
ardent  wilhes  into  the  bofoin  ot  iiis 
God,  and  tiieie  meekly  records  the 
pity  ot  Iiis  heart  ;  the  rnati  wjm,  really 
ddirous  to  have  the  true  ends  of’  his 
admonitions  and  remoi.ili  aiiccs  an- 
fvvered,  conliilts  the  beil  time  and 
place  for  adminiflering  them,  the 
fiticll  and  moft  engaging  means,  who 
dilcovers  aftceflioniu  his  re]>roois,  and 
candour  in  his  advices  ;  Inch  a  one, 
whofe  uniform  example  gives  force 
and  credit  to  his  leffons,  is  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  any  character,  and  was  lent 
by  Heaven  as  a  blciliiig  to  mankind. 
But  a  peiTon  (lie  proceeded  to  ob- 
Icrve)  under  the  iiifliiencc  ol  ralh 
and  unguarded  zeal,  looking  upon 
prudence  as  a  more  pallabic  word 
for  indifference,  will  break  through 
every  refliaiat  as  a  lliackle  inconiif- 
tent  with  Ins  duty,  either  as  a  zealot 
for  one  creed,  or  a  zealot  againll  all. 
He  fcoriis  to  coniult  ilie  tempers  and 
genius  of  men.  He  will  immediauly 
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break  in  on  their  moft  rooted  preju¬ 
dices  ;  and,  with  a  kind  ot'  7fia!:g?:j)!t 
jutisJa'Siion^  hack  rheir  darling  notions 
with  uniparing  rigour  and  uiibliiihing 
inlV)lence.  And  wiiy  Is  the  tool  I'o 
precipitate  ?  Why  doth  he  not  begin 
witu  more  mikinefs,  and  proceed  gra¬ 
dually  to  the  correciion  of  their  er¬ 
rors,  and  the  Improvement  of  their 
undtrllaudlngs  ?  “-No  (he  will  reply), 
by  no  means  ;  (or  this  is  temporillng, 
tampering,  trimming.  It  is  to  be 
afraid  ol  the  faces  of  men,  wdio  mull 
be  told  what  is  truth,  and  what  is 
error,  in  the  bluiuell:,  plainell,  and 
moll  relblute  language.’’  And  w’hat 
doth  he  get  by  his  rcnigb,  unhewn 
honelly  ? — for,  by  ilie  way,  honejly 
is  the  cant  word  ol  the  impudent,  and 
when  an  innovator  is  arraigned  tor 
his  pertnefs,  heTeeks  a  refuge  in  the 
pretence  ot  Jhicsrity.  But  what  doth 
he  get  by  his  bold  and  forward  at¬ 
tack  on  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call 
prejuMces  P  Why — only  to  be  laugh¬ 
ed  at  and  defpifed  by  the  more  ino- 
deil  and  difeerning  of  mankind  tor 
his  pciulence  and  vanity.  And  as  to 
the  grfTs  herd  of  tlie  people,  their 
prcjiidicts  perhaps  aie  (uily  riveited 
the  Hrmer  by  his  indifereet  methods 
of  oppoling  them  :  or  ihould  he  hap¬ 
pen  to  cure  them  of  loine  f)ld  ones, 
neither  tliey  nor  their  neighbours 
will  gain  much  by  his  Ikill,  lince  the 
expiilllcn  of  one  hml  fpirit  tnay  only 
clear  the  way  lor  tlie  aJiiilllion  ot  a 
fouler,  who,  to  v’ivc  the  tiuillur.g  hand 
to  the  work,  may  probably  “  take 
with  him  feveu  other  devils  riu^re 
wicked  than  Ijimfeil  ;  and  fo  tlie  lail 
fla^e  of  fuch  men  will  be  worfe  than 
the  lird  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  * 

7ht?  follo^vhfy  h  th  3  fir  ft  of  ci  oj 

LETTtRS,  ad  Jr  3 fed  to  the  - rs 

of  P - 1  for  S - d.  They  are 

7:o^ee  puhlijhin^  in  an  E?i^lijh  paper, 
a7td  are  jaid  to  he  tne  pro  dii  ft  ion  of  a 
literary  charaUer  oj  itc  firjl  dif  ine^ 
lien. 


LETTER  I. 

Gent  lemfn, 

Experience  may  perhaps 

have  taught  you,  that  real 
weight  and  iatiiience  in  the  llate  can 
j  be  obtained  only  by  integrity  and  in- 
I  dependence.  But  I  am  lorry  that 
ftbiu  experience  Ihoiild  have  been  ac¬ 
quired  at  the  expence  of  your  coun¬ 
try.  To  your  pall  condudl  I  inml 
attribute  your  late  dilappointment— - 
I  mean  the  lofs  of  the  Alilitia  Bill. — 
Tile  minillers,  without  diredly  oppo- 
ling  it,  clearly  Ihewed  their  aver  lion 
to  it,  by  clogging  it  with  a  claufe, 
which  they  pertetftly  well  know  would 
make  you  yourfelvcs  demand  its  re- 
je<51ion.  But  this  they  Jurll  not  have 
done,  had  not  the  character  of  a 

S - fli  R - ve  iieen  funk  fo  low, 

that  even  cow'ardice  may  inlult  it  with 
impunity. 

You  have  been  fo  long  accuiiomed 
to  derive  ail  your  conl'ccpience  from 
a  flavilh  attachment  to  rniiiiilers,  iha«, 
when  th.ir  fmiles  are  withdrawn, 
your  exillencc  feems  to  be  at  a  hand. 
There  are  infers  which  perilli  when 
the  fun  ceales  to  Ihine.  From  the 
inherent  dignity  of  virtue  and  inde¬ 
pendence,  which  IhouIJ  have  fappor- 
ted  you  in  fuch  a  meafiire,  you  could 
derive  no  afiiihince.  Tiie  prefent  mi- 
iiiitci  s  do  not  hand  in  need  of  your 
fervices,  and  therefore  they  do  not 
court  you.  Tiury  know  your  iniig- 
nificance,  and  thereiore  they  do  not 
fear  you. 

A  virtuous  and  independent  repre- 
fenrative  of  a  brave  and  high-fpirited 
nation,  would  have  made  the  proud- 
eh  minihei  tremble,  had  he  darctl  t»» 
pio[K)fe  to  fix  upon  Scoiiand  a  badge 
of  fiaviih  diltinctiori,  as  the  coiulirion 
of  granting  them  that  wliidi  they 
have  as  good  a  right  to  as  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom.  But  1  tniit  the 
people  ol  Scotland  W’ill  nos  iiotwi'h- 
llanding  the  pulillanimity  ot  tlicir 

\( _ ves,  and  the  infolcnce  of 

Admm*rtiniioiu  fubmit  to  a  dw-y.'.va* 
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%im  of  the  firft  right  of  nature,  that  ^ 
of  f^If^defence.  God  has  ji-ven  them  j 
^Qura^e.  Ti»ey  will  find  themfelves 
iirms*  and  will  fpurn  at  the  infolent 
excels  of  tyranny  which  fhall  retule  to  j 
grant  them  an  adequate  protection,  and 
the  fanae;  time  deny  them  the  means 
Aud  even  the  liberty  of  protecting 
ihemfelves.  In  times  of  danger,  the 
ivomans  arn;cd  even  their  IJaycsj  but 
the  milerahly  delpifed  ant}  infulted 
inhabitants  or  Scotland  are  not,  an 
•tuy  €):igeccy  whatever,  to  be  honour* 
i^d  with  this  mark  of  confidence.-^ 
With  ungrateful  mockery  wc  are  told, 
ihof,  tuQ  army  is  in  n,  great  degree 
recruited  from  Sco.tland,  and  that  the 
♦dablifliment  of  a  mijitia  r^ight  in- 
itv'jffere  with  that  fervice.  Thus  even 
iJUr  utility  to  the  State  is  made  a  rea 
xba  for  the  indignities  heaped  upon 
iiSi  by  Admlniiiration.  l  aey  confi 
4^r  us  merely  as  food  for  gun  pow¬ 
der,  We  are  to  rccruli  their  armies 
«s\Ye  are  to  man  their  navies— — we 
^re  to  ihed  our  blood  on  foreign 
|hores,^bat  are  to  Le  denied  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  fecuring  our  native  foil  from 
jEnvafion^  auJ  of  enjoying  that  confti- 
€utic)Aai  dt-fence  which  our  neigh- 
Ihouifs  look  upon  as  the  chief  glory 
;4nd  fecurity  of  freemen.  So  low  are 
‘‘ve  tuilen,  that  a  naulhroorn  knight 
Jared  to  deeJare,  in  terms  of  fuperci- 
iio.us  contempt,  that  he  faw  no  rea¬ 
son  why  the  pub>ic  Ihould  be  faddied 
>.vith  the  expence  of  6000  men  for  the 
Jefence  of  Scotland,  and  that  we  had 
better  fet  about  reforming  cur  deger 
tterate  peerage  than  peikr  parliament 
^vith  applications  for  a  militia,  which 
had  no  right  to  expeiS  or  demand. 
--^■And  fo  tame  you  ah,  that  this 
infantous  fpeecli  would  have  paffed 
^Itogethf'r  uncenfured,  had  not  a  gc- 
iterous  Englilhmau  (Lord  Mahon) 
done  Scotland  that  jullice,  which 
your  w'ant  of  confequeiice  in  the  fe- 
Itate  make^  it  impolTible  for  you  to 
jpender  to  your  conflituents.  To 
^hat  a  rank  amongft  the  nations  of 
l^he  earth  have  a  few  great  mailer 
/nirits  railed  Ireland  I  How  lone  has 


Scotland  been  funk  by  the  conduft  cf 
its  reprefentatives  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament !  Oqr  ancient  motto  iji 
every  hour  falfified.  Any  man  may 
infu}t  us  with  impunity.  The  Eng- 
lifu  miiiifters  would  at  prelent  be 
more  afraid  of  offending  one  Irifl; 
Volunteer,  than  of  irrlrating  the  whole 
nation  (I  mull  not  fay  kingdom)  of 
Scotland.  Indeed  their  rejedion  of 
the  Militi.a  Bill  .clearly  fliews  in  what 
contempt  they  hold  our  refbntmeiiL 
They  who  refufe  us  whi^t  we  moll 
wifh,  may  force  upon  us  what  mnll 
h  ite  ;  and  the  only  boundary  to  the 
depreffion  of  Scotland  will  be  the  dif- 
cretion  of  a  minillry  avowedly  inimi¬ 
cal  to  its  interell  and  its  honour. 
yfn  Independent  Highlander. 

Infiance  of  Pepfi?  Superjiition, 

PACHECO  relates,  that  the  pious 
Juanes,  an  eminent  Spanilh 
painter,  who  never  the  eafel 

without  firit  approaching  the  altar  j 
and  who  as  he  gave  his  charaClers 
life,  gave  them  ajlb  adoration  ;  while 
engaged  in  painting  the  famous  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
at  the  immediate  ddire  of  the  BlelTed 
Virgin,  being  one  day  feated  on  a 
Icallold,  at  work  upon  the  upper  parts 
pi  the  pidure,  th^  frame  gave  way, 
a.ad  the  painter  was  in  the  ad  of  fab 
Jing,  when  ithc  holy  pcrlbnage,  whole 
portrait  he  had  finillud,  (tept  fudden- 
iy  forward  out  of  the  canvafs,  and 
lii^ing  his  hand,  prefer ved  him  from 
the  fall,  This  being  done,  and  Ju- 
anes  fafe  lauded  on  the  fioor,  the  gra¬ 
cious  lady,  with  all  polEbie  cornpo- 
fure,  returned  to  her  poll,  and  has 
continued  there  ever  fince,  difpenling 
her  favours  to  her  fupplicants. 

ANECDOTE  of  a  Roman  Emperor^ 

Septimus  severus  had  fuch 

an  equal  mixture  of  virtues  and 
vices,  that  the  fenate  paifed  fellt^  nr 3 
on  him,  “  That  he  ought  never  to 
have  been  born,  or  never  have  diet}, 
as  he  was  too  bad  to  live,  and 
good  to  die.’’ 


Wlien  Famine  o’er  th’  affliiflcd  rr gion 
And  Sicknefs  languilh’d  on  th<;  barren  groiirid» 
rh  imperial  gran  rics  wide  diipiay’d  th^lf 
doors, 

And  fhlps  provifion  brocglit  fioni  didahf  IhdrS!  i 
The  laden  camels  rroti  Jed  Knrah’s  valesj 
From  Colgon’s  cli*  they  hail  d  the  coniir^ 
fails; 

But  ye!— cv’ri  now,  while  favVln^  h*af6n§ 
frnile,  * 

And  the  rich  g'cbe  would  recumpeiice  bUf 
toil, 

Dearth  and  Difeaf-!  to  you  alone  we  owe  J 
Ye  caufe  the  mikhief,  and  enjoy  the  woe! 

“  This  beauteous  clime,  but  late,  wiial 
plenty  bleft  I 

What  days  of  phamre,  and  what  hidhls 
red  »  * 

From  Gola’s  ftreet;,  fam’d  mart  of  rra|»al\f 
grain  ! 

Trade  s  cli'  arful  voice  refounded  oVr  ilie  pliiih  \ 
There  now  fid  Silence  liilens  to  the  \vavr»;» 
That  break  in  murmurs  round  the  rockf 
CHves. 

Sweer  were  the  r)ngs  o’e*- JumaFs  level  tjofiie» 

V\  hilc  huly  tlioularids  tI)ronM  d  to  plant  til? 
furn, 

Now  tenfold  t3K  the  farmt-.r  forc’d  h  vieltlj 
Dcfpairs,  and  leaves  U  ioccupy’d  the  bebl. 

Sweet  were  the  fong^  of  Burdv/an’s  inulbciVy 
grove. 

While  the  rich  filk  the  rip!d  frunlc  wovet 
Now  from  the  loom  our  colliy  vellme’h!^ 
torn, 

Th*  infulting  robbers  mea^'e^  Ihves  adorrta 
In  MalJas  Ihadts,  un  Puma’s  palmy  pla.ih 
The  liaplcfs  artids,  urg’d  to  t  jil  in  vain^ 

Quit  tlitir  fad  homes,  and  mourn  along 
laud, 

A  penfive,  pallid,  lelf-difaSl’d  baud  p  ! 

The  year  revolves— Bring  choictll  fiViVt? 
aPd  How’rs* 

‘‘  Spread  widt  the  beard  in  confecrated  hnw-TfiS 
“Crinj^joy,  bring  fport,  liiC  ibng,  tlie  ’dauv:^ 
prepare ! 

Tis  DpOGAirsJ  fcad,  imd  all  cur  fyieiVi? 
muB  Inarcl” 


POETRY. 

SERIM  :  cr^  The  Artificial  Famin£  : 
An  Eafl:  Indian  Eclogue, 

By  JodM  Scott,  Efj; 

GUARDIAN  genius  of  this  facred 

O  fave  thy  fons,  if  thine  the  poav’r  to  favc  !’* 

,^o  Serim  fpokc,  as  (ad  on  Ganges’  (bore 
JHc  fat.  his  country’s  mis’rics  to  deplore — 

“  O  guardia’.  getiitts  of  this  facred  wave! 

O  fi\c  thy  Ions,  if  thine  the  povv’r  to  fave! 
From  Agra's  tow’r?  to  Muxadabat’s  f  walls,- 
On  Miee  for  aid  the  luff’ring  Hindho  calls ; 
Europe’s  fell  race  controul  the  wide  dbmain, 
Imgtofs  the  harvcB,  and  cnflave  the  f\VaiB. 
Why  rife  thefe  cumbrous  piles  along  the  tide  ? 
They  hold  the  plenty  t*.  our  pray  rs  deny’d! 
Guards  at  their  gates  perpetual  watch  main- 
tiin, 

Where  Want  5n  Argnifti  craves  relief  in  vain. 
“  Bring  gold,  bring  gems,”  th’  iirlatiate 
plund’rers  cry ; 

Who  boards  his  Wealth  by  Hunger’s  rage 
Hiall  die  ” 

Y^e  fiends!  ye’ve  ravifh’d  all  our  little  Bore; 

Ve  fee  wc  pci  iih,  yet  ye  alk  for  more ! 

Go  ye yourfclves,  and  ftaich  for  gold  tlic  mine; 
Go,  dive  ^  here  Jitatls  beneath  the  ocean  Ihihe  ’ 
What  right  have  ye  to  plague  our  peaceful 
la 'id  ? 

No  (hips  of  outs  e’ef-  fdtiftht  your  weflern 
Brand  : 

Ne’er  from  your  fields  we  fnatth’d  their  crops 
away, 

Nor  made  your  daughters,  or  your  fons,  dur 
prey. 

Not  cv’n  in  thought  we  quit  our  native  place — 
A  calm,  contented,  inolfcnfive  race! 

Fy  Av’rice  led,  ye  raniiC  rcmotcB  climes, 

And  cv’ry  nation  execratrs  your  crimes. 

“  When  Timur’s  houfet  renown’d  in  Delhi 
reign’d, 

i)iftrbf5  airiftance  uniniplor’d  obtain’d  : 


I;  *•  Ihcfo  who  now  male  the  things  'th'5 
Engliih  moll  wanted,  were  pteiTcd  on  all 
— by  their  own  iteccditie?,  their  neiobboui^,, 
and  the  agert.  employe 4  to  paoaire  the  Goff's- 
pany’s  invcitni! liis,  as  the  g«.w>ds  fc*.r  ro  E’\r* 
rope  are  called.  Tlieie  irnpotiuultifs  ’Ve:^? 
united,  and  urged  fo  mnei),  li>  often,  z±A 
iV.cIi  w.'iYS,  as  to  pr-niuce,  among  tpe  peepli:  Ift 
the  fr.kounneh,  iidfanms  oi  tliS.r  cutting  u'lf 
their  thumbs^  ‘hat  rhe  want  of  i!i<m  nnwhV 
CKCUIC  them  from  friiowing  tiicir  tiade, 

?he  inconv  enici'cies  to  wl.ich  fli- y  arrccfti  Gc 
fed  beyond  the  comiuou  i.-t  uj  their  nei;:!!^ 
hour*.” - llijlcry  of  Tr.':ufidio>\  *'4 
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The  ycir  revolves— nor  fruits  nor  fiow’is  are 
feen ; 

Nor  fellive  board  in  bow’rs  of  holy  green  ; 

Nor  joy,  nor  fport,  nor  dance,  nor  tuneful 
•  Itrain ; 

*Tis  D R ugah’s  fcafl— but  Grief  and  Terror 
reign. 

Yet  there,  ingratc!  oft  welcome  guefls  yecame, 
And  talk’d  of  Honour’s  laws  and  briendlhip’s 

flame !  .  #  n 

The  year  revolves— and  Bishen  s  fan 

invites 

On  Ganges’  marge  to  pay  the  folemn  rites ; 

All)  boons  of  Bishen,  great  prelervcr,  crave ; 
All,  in  the  facred  flood,  their  bodies  lave  : 

No  m..rc,  alas!— the  mu'titude  no  more 
Bathe  in  the  tide,  or  kneel  upon  the  fliore; 

No  more  from  towns  and  villages  thej  throng, 
Wide  o’e  r  the  fields,  the  public  paths  along; 

Sad  on  our  ways,  by  human  foot  unworn. 

Stalks  the  dim  form  of  Solitude  forlorn  !— 

“  From  Ava’s  mountains  Morn’s  bright 
eyes  furvey 

Fair  Ganges’  ftreams  in  many  a  winding  ftray  ; 
There  fleecy  flocks  on  many  an  ifland  feed  ; 
There  herds  unnumber’d  paflure  many  a 
meed; 

(While  noxious  herbs  our  lafl  refource  fuppiy, 
And,  dearth  efcaping,  by  difeafe  we  die) 

“  Take  thefe,”  ye  cry,  “  nor  more  for  food 
complain  ; 

Take  thefe  and  flay  like  us,  and  riot  on  the 
ftain.” 

Ah  no !  our  law  the  crime  abliorr’d  with- 
flands ; 

We  die-  but  blood  fhall  ne’er  pollute  our 
hands. 

O  guardian  genius  of  this  facred  wave! 

Save,  lave  thy  Ions,  if  tliinc  the  pow’r  to  fave! 
So  Serjm  Ipoke — while  by  the  moon’s  pale 
beam. 

The  frequent  corfe  came  floating  down  the 
flream  f . 

He  figh'd,  and  riling  turn’d  his  fleps  to  rove 
Where  wav’d  o’er  Nizim’s  vale  the  cocn-grove  ; 
There  ’midft  Icorch’d  ruins,  one  lone  roof  re¬ 
main’d, 

And  one  forlorn  inhabitant  contain’d. 

The  found  of  feet  he  near  his  thrdhoUl  heard  ; 
Slow  from  the  ground  his  languid  limbs  itc 
rear’d :  I 

“  Come,  tyrant,  come !  perform  a  gen’rous 
parr, 

I.ift  thy  keen  fled,  and  pierce  this  fainting 
heart ! 

Com’fl  thou  for  gold  ?  my  gold,  alas,  1  gave, 
JVIy  darling  daughter  in  diftrcfs  to  fave  I 
Thy  faith'cfs  brethren  took  the  fliining  ftorc, 

1  hen  from  my  arms  the  trembling  virgin  tore  I 

*  Biflieii,  Biflnoo,  or  Jaggernnnt,  is  one  of 
the  principal  Hindoo  deities. 

f  'i'iie  Hindoos  frequently  call  the  bodies  of 
their  dcceaied  iulo  the  Gaouts. 


Three  days,  three  nights.  I’ve  languilh’d  here 
alone — 

Three  foodlels  days,  three  nii*hts  to  fleep  un- 
'  known! 

Come,  tyrant,  come!  peiform  a  gen’rous  part. 
Lift  thy  keen  fleci,  and  pierce*  this  fainting 
heart !”  ^ 

“  No  hortile  fteps  the  haunt  of  Woe  in-^ 
.  vadc,”  / 

Serim  reply ’d — and,  pafling  where  the  glade  ^ 
A  length  of  prolpcddown  the  vaiedifplay  rt  J 
Another  fight  of  mis’ry  met  his  view  ; 

Another  mcurntul  voice  his  notice  drew ! 
I’here,  near  a  temple’s  recent  ruin,  flood 
A  white-rob’d  Bramin,  by  the  facred  flood  : 
His  wives,  his  children,  dead  befidc  him  lay! 
Of  Hunger  thefe,  and  thofe  of  Grief  the  pre^y! 
'Fhrice  he  with  dufl  defil’d  his  aged  head  ; 
Thiiceo’crthe  flream  his  hands  uplifted  Ipuad ; 
“  Hear,  all  ye  pow’rs  to  whom  we  bend  in 
pray’i ! 

Hear,  all  who  rule  o’er  water,  earth,  and  air! 

*  ris  not  for' them,  tho’  lifelefs  there  they  lie; 
’Tis  not  for  me.  though  innocent  I  die  ; — 

My  country’s  breafl  the  tyger,  Av’rice,  rends, 
And  loud  to  you  her  parting  giojn  afeends. 
Hear,  ail  yc  pow’rs  to  whom  we  bend  in 
pray’r ! 

Hear,  all  who  rule  o’er  water,  earth,  and  air! 

Hear,  and  avenge  ! - 

“  But  hark  !  what  voice,  from  yonder  flarry 
fphe.e, 

Slides,  like  tlic  breeze  of  cv’ning,  o’yrmy  cir  ? 
1.0,  Birmah’s  f  foim  !  on  arnbtr  clouds  en¬ 
thron’d  ; 

His  azure  robe  with  lucid  cm’rald  zon’d; 

He  looks  cclertial  dignity  and  grccc. 

And  views  with  pity  wretched  human  race  ! 

“  Forbear,  rafli  man  I  nor  curfc  thy  country’s 
foes ; 

'  “  Frail  man  to  man  forgivenefs  pver  owes. 
When  Moisasoor  ||  the  fell  to  caith’s  fair 
plain 

“  Brou^it  his  detefted  offspring,  Strife  and 
P?*in; 

Revenge  with  them,  rflcntlefs  fury,  came, 

“  Her  bo/oin  hiirnirii;  with  infernal  flame  ! 

“  Her  hair  fheds  liorro',  like  the  comet’s  blaze ; 
“  Her  eyes,  all  gludfly,  hlaflwiierc’er  they  gaz*  ; 
“  Her  lifted  aun  a  poifon’d  c»ifc§  fullains; 

“  Her  garments  drop  vvitli  blood  of  kindred 
veins! 

“  VVlioafksher  aid,  mufl  own  her endlefs  reign, 
“  Feci  her  keen  fcourge,  and  drag  her  galling 
chain !  * 

“  The  ftrains  fublime  in  fw'eetefl  mnfic  clofc, 
And  all  the  tumiiit  of  my  foul  C'>mpofc. 

^  Birmah  is  a  principal  deity  of  (he  Hin¬ 
doos,  in  whofe  perfon  they  w  orlhip  tlte  divine 
attribute  of  Wifdom. 

II  MoiJafoor,  the  Hindoo  amlior  of  evil, 
milar  to  oiir  Satan. 

§  Cricc,  an  Indian  dagger. 


LITERARY  AMUSEMENT. 

Vet  you,  y’  oppreiTors!  uniavok’d  on  y.>u,  I  “  Dune  to  f  eJantic  jir^ons  of  the  time, 

Your  (teps,  rlie  It  'ps  ..f  Jull-cc  will  puiiue!  j  l^ahoriou--  Jtjhnrou  ^iTalr  his  fce./ic  lore* 

G  rprea  l  your  '.hire  fail-;  on  the  izu  e  main;  j  Strove  like  the  fool<;  l.e  cenforM;  to  'flihiime 
Traiight  vi'h  our  Ipoils.  your  native  land  le-  }  In  (teilinp.  wit  .hi:  K  a-n-ng’s  Idelefs  ore. 
gain; 

Go,  pluut  the  grov^j  and  bid  the  lake  expand,  Mor  flept  theatric  Wf'rtli,— a  Liter  a«»e 

At»d  on  i,reen  hills  the  pompous  palace  (tand  :  Fr-tm  cp  c  hcii'hts  diveried  Dryder.’s  fire; 

Let  Lux’ry’s  hand  adorn  the  gaudy  toom,  VV^.th  Ro\yr  s  Calida^  dor’J  the  weeping  ftage, 
Smoothe  the  Toft  coucli,  and  ihcd  the  rich  per-  ^  Alonimias  Iroin  an  Otway’s  lyie. 

rrM  •  J  1  •  -nun  •  “  Fair  Genius  how  deform’d,  finccContr 

There  Night  s  kind  calm  in  vain  fliall  fieep  in-  ,  * 

Vite.  f  _ _  iir*»  ^1. .  n 


j  Fair  Genius  how  deform’d,  fincc Congreve’s 
i  hand  ■* 

I  Wave  to  licentious  Wit  the  fiowinr.  r#>in. 


r  *.  jr  A  r-  1  Wave  to  licentious  Wit  the  fiowing  rein; 

v\  line  fancied  omens  wirn,  and  fpect  es  fn?!i  ;  sin. /.  fi..„  fK  .  l  .j 

Sad  mail  iHl.e  Irn,.  y  ,ur‘suiltv  wails  r  e  ll  Karo^h  ^  fl  pf  •  ‘  a"  • 

The  widow'd  wife’s  tl.e  mnl  f-  mother’s  call: ;  j  "•'>  '  ' 

And  infant  Kajalis  blecrling  forms  Iha’l  rife,  j  “  Such  charm  no  niore.  Where  Laughter 


/Vi.d  hit  to  you  their  rupplicat.ng  e’.t  s : 
Remor'c  intoler?.!'le  y-  ur  hearts  wiil  teci, 


held  her  hdc', 

Sorrows  now  at  Sentiment’s  requeft  ; 


/ind  your  ovin  lian  Is  pluugs  deep  th’  avenging  Ore. cr  and  herchoms  check  the  nulkiii’s  (crides, 
ftcf  1.  And  Gahic  declamatu  n  roars  the  relL 


(For  Luropehs  cowards  Heav’n’s  command 
<lif  lain, 


I  And  Gahic  declamatu  n  roars  the  rcll. 

I  “  On  Clifton's  btow  the  p  nfivc  Graces  flood; 


To  dentil’s  cold  arms  ’hev  fly  for  eafe  in  vain.)  j  oyaiiv  a  (i>  h  to  Fovyeil  slot*  they  gate. 

For  us,  Mch  painful  tranf.nr^raCon  o'er,  !  ‘  congc.nal  tune  fiool. 


Sweet  fields  rece  ve  us  to  refign  no  more; 


j  On  Aiou’s  ba^'k,  congcfual  t  j  tne  F.ood, 

I  A  tear  of  Shake]];carc  s  fed  on  i-alflaff ’s 

I  grave. 


Where  haicty  s  fence  tor  ever  round  u*.  grows,  © 

And  Peice,  fair  how’r,  with  bloom  unfading  “  Thalia  too  (ti.o’  nnuh  (he  lov’d  thefc  ifles), 
;  In  l{\:hn  lan.Miiih  d,  and  with  SlrMer  fled  ;  ^ 

Jdght's  lim  unfetting  fliines  with  chcaring  Retiri-. g  Kofeius  I’c -n.  d  a  ptopie  s  Ihulcs, 

beam  ;  ^  And  here  my  Jivry  mingle  I  wuh  the  dead  1” 

And  PI ’afure's  river  rolls  its  golden  fir  am.”  i  ^ 

Enr.ipt  hefliokc — then  ce.^s’dthc  lofty  llrain,  |  ^  F.us  wept  the  Mule  av  e’er  the  c'lolfltT'  pale, 
And  Ord'.H  rocks  ret-iVn’d  the  found  agaiH.—  UnwcLomc  cl  iwn  its  girilh  crimfop  threw  ; 
A  Bridlh  rufiian,  near  in  ami  ulh  iai<l,  !  Dramatic  ghofts  whn  licKcn  d  at  the  t.dc, 

Rulh  d  uidfleii  fr<mi  thv  canc-  fle’s  !•  ctef  fl;a;!e  ;  j  1^^  and  lik  nceto  liieii  tombs  wiii, drew  1 
*  Go  to  thy  g'jd<=!  ’  with  rage  infernal  cticil,  | 

And  headlong  plung'd  tlit  haplefs  iage  into  |  ^  ERSKS  tj  a youh^  Lady  on  bar  rccovtryf't.in 
tne  loarnin  •  tide.  t  ,  a  Liuc'i. 

i  > 

i 

The  Risk  and  Progrf.s.s  of  the  BRTTlSH  |  '  jp'HE  bloom’tij  face  of  Nature  fniiics  ft:- 
TUKATHE.  An  FJep  * .  Josf.ph  S  i  »»-.  c, 

T  1  ^  r  1  .Am!  U'V  .  n  ;z'aitr!cL>  dwil  in  ev  rv  brealt, 

Tttcvri.,  t.fj :  hroin  Poetical  .‘\mulemwnts  ;  •  -  .  j  .  "  * 

^  I  Foi  ii  w  Moii.'A  i  l.cu'ti:  return  d  I' ifcn, 

at  a  Villa  ii'.ar  Bnlh.  j  j,aiu  .o  lo  gtr  ii«  e>  ,ihur.>  i^i  lefl. 


at  a  Villa  n, at*  Dn!h. 

^  Barry  s  urn  the  tearful  Miife  ri-hr.’d, 

Her  zone  dilhilc,  her  gohlen  ivre  ih* 

th  U'jp, 

Her  decent  trelle  (It  .lining  to  tlie  wnd,  ^ 
And  melancholy  melting  flw  .  her  tongue 

“  All!  what  av  ails  that  fitfl  in  Crt'lh 

i  I.cle  olt’rini'  hamk  the  h'  ’  ly  'aina  .ear  d! 
Tu  -’d  to  I’ll' h  moral  Ihav  h'  r  m/aut  rh  me, 
I’hat  laws  and  lan.:!  ty  the  ifa  c  re  c.  d. 


This  laei  -d  d^y  ‘'chcVis  a  liriglitd  lun, 

i  his  i.lia:  ining  ir.orii  fi-C  U'.  g.a  i  to  cv’.y 
c\c, 

SiiA  reis  tin.  cour  c  appoinred  now  has  run, 
Aiici  iiciitri’s  return  i-i  n.'cl  molt  gritjfuily. 

L’ur  O  Maf-ia  !  b'eG  tl’c  pow’r  divine, 

Hi  f>  tl  £  Omnir  otent  for  .vhar  he’s  rlonc, 

'  i  i‘  hr  that  ma*-  es  the  rays  of  hetUh  t'-  fhinc, 
’  I’is  he  thit  caufes  tv’ry  g-jod  to  come. 


“  Yet  rude  the  Leu  s  that  <  rlt  in  lull  or  EPIGRAM.  To  the  Karl  of  Westmorc 

bow’r  I, AND. 


Rc"uirdliru'ilmci’'l  len  tliofi'-t'-ic  night; 

Ronian.'C  ..ri'i  iegntiii  ih  d  thcr  .l;n  liU'i  t-OAf  r,  '• 

iiU,Sl.akef|.caic  .I.ea  d  the  U“Orn  aad  ;.ll  ,  ^  ^ 

\va»  lij;i^  )t. _ _ _ _ _  iVi  Infcr  o’  »s  to  no  ii'an; 

"  •  Whotu  irnnkiiafly  upo..  -he  .Itati-  of  Kf  T.^'  I  h  .vc 

Barn  th-  cc!cl...t,:.l  act-r  '<=  ' 

VoL.  LVX. 


/V  a 
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REVIEW. 

Thoughts  on  ihs  Naval  Strength  of  the 
Britijh  Empire,  By  John  Sinclair, 
Ejqi  M,  P.  LP-  343-] 

R  SINCLAIR,  after  aating 
the  various  advantages  which 
Britain  pofTefles  for  acquiring  the  do¬ 
minion  of  the  fea,  proceeds  to  exa¬ 
mine  what  are  the  foufees  of  naval 
ftreiigth  enjoyed  by  our  rivals  the 
French  ;  and  in  this  iiiveftigation  he 
(Irenuouily  combats  the  authority  of 
Count  de  ie  Boulainvilliers.  ! 

The  remarks  which  our  author 
has  made  on  the  unjult  pretenfions 
alTcrted  by  this  writer  in  favour  of 
his  own  country,  are  fo  llrong  and 
concliiuve,  that  we  (hall  lay  them  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  at  full  length. 

“  I.  Tn  the  firll  place,  this  author 
attempts  to  prove,  that  the  pofition 
of  France  is  fufficiently  favourable 
for  forming  a  navy  equal  to  that  of 
the  two  maritime  powers  cf  England 
and  Holland; 

“  In  examining  this  fubje^l,  the 
aurhor,  whofe  only  object  was  to 
roiife  the  ipirits  ol  his  countrymen, 
depreffed  by  the  naval  misfortunes 
of  the  Lift  war,  has  prudently  omit¬ 
ted  making  any  comparifon  between 
tiie  extent  of  coaft  belonging  to  the 
two  nations,  or  the  number  of  har¬ 
bours  they  are  pofteffed  of  5  but  be¬ 
wilders  the  reader  by.  Hating,  in  ge¬ 
neral  terms,  thit  France  poffrflTes 
more  ports  than  England  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  fea,  as  if  that  little  gulf 
was  tne  only,  or  the  principal  thea¬ 
tre  of  commerce  and  of  naval  power. 
Without  deputing  the  truth  of  that 
idfertion,  Of  that  Fiance  is  nearer  to 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  the  coafts 
of  Barbary,  than  Britain,  it  may  be 
fuflicient  to  remark,  that  naval 
ilreiigth  can  never  depend  upon 
f  uch  trivial  circumftauces.— The  Me¬ 


diterranean  is  no  longer  the  grc^i 
emporium  of  Europe  ;  and  the  moft 
powerful  maritime  nation  there  may 
be  but  little  rcfpeifled  in  every  other 
hemifphere; 

“  This  author,  indeed,  is  fo  anxi¬ 
ous  to  prove  that  France  ought  to 
be  the  ftrft  maritime  power  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  he  ftates  thofe  very  cir- 
cumftances  as  advantages  in  its  fa¬ 
vour,  which  ought  to  be  accounted 
fonie  of  the  greateft  obftaclcs  that 
country  has  to  contend  with. — The 
navy  of  France,  he  obferves;  may  be 
divided  into  two  branches,'  whofe  in- 
terell  may  be  feparate,  and  which 
may  have  different  objects  in  view. — 
This  is  actually  the  cafe:  but  the 
confequence  of  it  is,  that  the  fqiia- 
drons  of  Toulon  and  Breft,  are  more 
\  like  the  fleets  of  confederates,  than 
]  of  one  powerful  ft  ate; — Nor  is  the 
mild  and  temperate  climate  of  France  » 
(a  circumftance  he  lays  much  weight 
upon)  at  all  favourable  to  the  mari¬ 
time  power  of  that  country.— The 
I  brave,  hardy,  and  experienced  failor, 

I  is  not  bred  by  gentle  zephyrs,  bid 
amidft  the  ftorms  and  tempells  of  the 
north  ;  and  that  man  is  molf  likely 
:  to  be  mafter  of  himfelf  amidft  the 
j  confulion  and  horrors  of  a  naval  ^ 
j  fight,  who  has  been  moft  accullomed 
j  CO  the  fury  of  the  tempeft,  and  to 
the  dangers  of  the  fea. 

“  2.  The  Count  de  Boulainvilliers, 
ill  the  fecond  place,  attempts  to 
prove,  that  the  commerce  of  France 
is  fiitlicienc  to  furnilh  the  means  of 
difputing  the  empire  of  the  fea,  even 
with  the  united  ftrength  of  England 
and  Holland. 

This  ingenlotls  aifthor  amufes 
himfelf  fo  much  with  the  naval 
ftrength  which  France  might  have, 
by  increafing  its  trade  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  by  wife  and  prudent 
regulations  tending  to  augment  its 
commerce  in  grain,  that  until  it  is 
proved  that  fuch  circumftances  aie 
likely  to  take  place,  it  will  be  need* 
lefs  to  be  Row  upon  them  much  con 
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fideratlon.  It  Is  fufficient  to  remark, 
that  foreign  or  colonial  commerce 
pan  never  be  a  permanent  bafis  of 
naval  ftrength. — That  nation  is  the 
moil  likely  to  continue  powerful  at 
fea,  which  is  the  bell  calculated  to 
enjoy  great  trade,  exclufive  of  con¬ 
nections  with  i*s  neighbours;  and 
even  a  Frenchman  will  acknowledge, 

,  that  if  the  commerce  of  France  was 
reduced  to  its  coafting  trade,  it  would 
not  be  very  confiderable. 

“  3.  In  the  third  place,  we  are 
entertained  with  fome  arguments  in 
proof  of  this  alTertion  ;  that  the  com¬ 
modities  ot  France  require  as  many 
rtiips  to  tranfport  them  as  ihofe  of 
fioiland  and  England  united. 

If  we  could  imagine  with  this 
author  that  the  one  hundred  ^wd  fifr- 
ty  millions  of  acres  which  France 
contains,  were  all  fubjedqd  to  the  la¬ 
bours  ol  the  hufbaiidman,  his  pro¬ 
blem  even  in  that  cafe  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  prove. — Ue  is  cither  igno¬ 
rant  or  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
that  the  commerce  of  coal  alone  (an 
.ar»^icle  of  tranfportation  in  w’hich 
France  can  never  rival  us)  employs 
more  feainen  than  all  the  coafting 
trade  of  that  country  ;  and  were  it 
plot  for  the  abfurd  and  impolitic  duty 
which  is  laid  upon  that  neceffary  of 
life,  it  might  alone  be  accounted  a 
fufficient  foundation  for  acquiring 
the  maritime  empire..  This  author 
indeed  muft  be  not  a  little  at  a  lofs 
to  allign  juft  grounds  for  the  naval 
pretentions  of  the  French,  when  he 
affigns  the  predile.flion  lor  the  modes 
and  faftiions  of  that  country  as  one 
of  the  great  fupports  of  its  marine. 
— Gewgaws,  and  little  fripperies,  will 
never  be  able  to  ^cqujre  the  dominion 
of  that'rough  and  boifterous  element. 

“  4.  Under  the  head  of  materials, 
the  Count  has  not  favoured  us  with 
any  important  obfervations :  though 
he  claims  in  this  refpeft  an  indepen¬ 
dence  on  the  other  powers  in  Europe, 
yet  that  claim  is  perfe(5lly  without 


foundation. — All  the  principal  mate¬ 
rials  of  the  French  marine  are  pur- 
chafed  from  foreigners.  Nor  is  it 
poffible  that  its  concerns  Ihould  be 
diftindl  from  thofe  of  the  other  pow¬ 
ers  in  Europe. — Great  maritime  em¬ 
pires  muft  always  intereft  themfelves 
in  the  prolperity  of  thofe  nations 
with  whom  they  have  any  commer¬ 
cial  intercourfe.. 

5.  Though  the  population  of 
France  is  confclfedly  fuperior  to  that 
of  England,  yet  it  it  abJ'urd  on  that 
account  to  affirm  that  it  ought  pro- 
portionably  to  have  a  greater  luim- 
ber  of  fcamen, — There  might  be  Ibme 
juftife  in  this  affertion  had  Fiance  all 
its  inhabitants  upon  the  coall.  But 
as  long  as  phe  greateft  part  of  the 
natives  of  the  Britiffi  ifles,  and  on 
the  whole  by  far  a  greater  number 
than  France  can  boaft  of,  mult  lie- 
ccffarily  live  in  the  neighbourhood  ut 
the  fea,  even  in  the  ariiclc  of  popula¬ 
tion  Greaf  Britain  may  claim  the 
preference.  Sir  \yiUiam  Petty  cal¬ 
culates  that  every  part  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  is,  one  with 
another,  but  twelve  miles  from  the 
fea.  Whereas  France,  by  the  fume 
method  of  comput;?Ltion,  is  no  lels 
than  from  fixcy-five  to  feveiity  :  a 
naval  advantage  in  favour  ot  Great 
Britain  which  cannot  ealily  be  com- 
penfated. 

“  6.  Another  advantage  which 
France  lays  clairn  to  Hill  remains, 
vvliich  it  mav  alio  be  neceftary  to  con- 
fider ;  mamely,  the  boalted  fecurity 
of  her  coafts* — Some  defeents,  as  Ha¬ 
ted  by  M.  Dellandes,  it  is  certain 
have  been  unfuccefstully  attempted. — 
Bur.  this  circumllance  is  not  owing  to 
the  peculiar  ftrength  ot  the  French 
coafts,  but  to  the  unavoidable  illk 
and  danger  by  which  fnch  underta¬ 
kings  are  attended,  and  which  no¬ 
thing  but  fuch  a  feheme  as  an  inge¬ 
nious  author  of  our  own  country  fug* 
gefts  can  polTibly  prevent.  -Notrlend 
to  humanity,  Jiowever,  can  regi.et-^ 
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that  Nature  has  thrown  ibme  obfta-  | 
ties  in  the  way  of  fo  obnoxious  a  ! 
I'pecics  of  warfare, -which  nothing  but 
iiectfliry  can  juftify. 

“  7.  Tnerc  is  but  one  advantage 
w'hich  France  is  poi]efled  of,  v/hicti 
Great  Britain  has  any  reafon  to  envy  j 
or  regret;  aanicly,  the  loruinate  po-  1 
fition  ot  the  port  of  Breft,  fituated  in 
a  peninfula  which,  itretching  tar  in¬ 
to  the  ocean,  is  of  great  fervice  to 
expedire  the  failing  of  her  fleets. — 

But  this  advantage,  even  in  the  opi 
nion  oi  Frenchmen,  overbalanced  ] 
by  the  great  diltance  ot  that  naval  ! 
aifenal  Irorn  the  court  and  the  capi¬ 
tal.  A  ciicuiullance  which  has  ever 
proved  a  very  conflderable  Impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  fuccefs  of  her  naval- ope-^ 
lations.’’ 

Our  ingenious  author,  ha^ing  thus 
far  endeavoured  to  cilablilh,  by  force 
of  argument,  the  fiiperiority  of  Fri- 

•  tain  over  France,  -in  every  na^ nV.il 
and  political  advantage,  the  poileiii-  a 
of  wliich* mufl  ftcure  the  dominio  n 
of  t;ie  fea  ;  he  afier\v!trds  proceeds  to 
the  fecord  coafidtratica  which  he  had 

■  propofed,  nannly,  to  prove  the  adiial 
fuperiority  of  Great  Britain  as  a  ma* 
ritiiiie  ration,  from  the  train  of  fuc- 
ctfs  which  has  aJmoff  uniformly  at- 

•  tended  the  variotis  cxcrtiors  of  her 
naval  power.  For  this  purpf)fe  lit 
takes  a  general  view  of  the  ihai  itime 
hi  ft  cry’  of  England,  from  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  clearly 
evinces,  that,  in  the  nuintfons  naval 
engagements  which  have  lince  taken 
place  bdvv^een  the  fleets  of  this  coun¬ 
try  and  France,  the  former  have,  in 
fad,  proved  almoft  c^nftantly  vido- 
rioiis.  In  tlie  fpace  of  near  two  hnn- 

'  dred  years,  the  only  event  which 
'  tends  materially  to  tarnifh  the  hiftre  ! 


when  oppefed  to  the  fliiggifh  opern- 
tions  ot  a  confederacy.  Tne  whole 
naval  pov/er  of  Frar.ce  was  afrcmbled 
in  this  adion,  while,  on  me  cor.ti  ary, 
the  Engliili  admiralty  had  been  fo 
neglediul,  tha*',  as  appears  from 
Lord  iorrington’s  trial,  he  mig.ht 
have  had  thirty  fail  more  under  his 
c  ommand,  at  the  time  of  the  (ngape- 
mti.r.  After  all,  in  tliis  adion, 
nuich  boafttd  by  the  French,  only  fix 
Dutrl),  Old  two  Englilh  Hops,  were 
funk  or  bin  ot  ;  a  victory  of  too  liule 
j  imporlance  to  decide  the  empire  of 
the  fa;  and  even  after  whict)  ti\e 
French  navy  w  as  glad  to  feck  fh'elter 
in  iis  ov’u  ports. • 

Froin  all  the  confldei  a'ions  addu¬ 
ced  b)  Mr  SiT'cbilr,  in  tlVis  enrp.iry, 
j  we  i  avc  t‘o:  j)!cafure  to  declare  It  as 
onr  opin'''r,  flat  fie  has  in  the  rlVar- 
■eft  matoa  r  refictd  th'*  precipitate, 
and  p.rraps  only  afleded,  but  un- 
doubredi  V  g» '  !s  a»ai  pei  jVk  h  iis 

alfeition  of  tht  rn.blc  Lend,  who,  we 
ais  fidiy  perfuaded,  wiii  rot-  ht  dif- 
pUaJtd  at  his  o\v*n  contiUarion, 
cah'  where  the  hornnir  anJ  inrercit 
of  his  c*)nnMy  are  fo  dteVK  concern- 
ed.  Through  the  waro.tli  ol  ilehure, 
the  nohf  *  Lord  had  ralhiv  flinned, 
in  ipcculativi;,  what  himi.ff  Jois  al- 
rcallv  clifprove'd,  f)r  may  h.  re  a  iter 
difprovt,  in  piad’cc.  —  We  t  iier.  f-o  e 
hope  that  ('reat  Bntain  will  piocecd, 
as  formerly,  to  alRit  the  domilir.ori 
of  the  ocean,  on  which  In  r  j  .o.  i-s 
have  during  l*o  mrny  ages  r?  Je  tii- 
umphanr.  **  Let  us,’’  as  cur  aiuhor 
admonilhes,  be  firm,  fleadv,  ar.i 
united,  and  it  is  ftill  pofubie  tliat  the 
war,  which  at  prrfent  feeins  to  threa¬ 
ten  our  own  coalfs,  may  yet  be  car¬ 
ried  into  the  very  havens  (  f  our 
I  enemies.”  * 


.  .  ^  ,  Should  this  excellent  pamphlet 

of  the  Britilh  flag,  is  the  battle  off  |  undergo  another  edition,  we  would 
Bsach)>head,  ii)  1690.  Tiiis  battle,  |  recommend  to  the  author  to  change 
as  our  author  juftly  remarks,  is  a  !  the  word  hemlfpherr-i  wldch  is  inad- 
flriking  inlfance  of  the  ad\aniage  >  verteiuly  uled  twice  to  exprei's  dil* 
which  a  fingle  aaive  power  enjoys,' *  ferent  7.v;7r,Vr/  of  the  globe,  C, 
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rt  R  Hkkry  Lruce,  landed  at  Konlglberg,  in  Prudla  ; 
^yi ;  Cl  JYiiiiuvj  Ljiccr  in  the  whence  he  went  to  Bcriii?,  entered 

I'icdj  of  Piuiii.i)  Iv-Ullia,  cijul  Cerent  into  the  lervice  of  the  eic^toi'ot  Bran* 
Brita  a.  t.\to,  ^  i /.  i  /.  i.  Puyiu  dcaburg,  and  by  degrees  was  advan- 
Boil,  Loaaua.  ced  to  the  command  ot  a  rtgiiiient. 

Ehis  gendemaa  had  two  Ions,  the 

MEMOlkS  are  a  f‘)ecles  of  writ-  youogcr  of  whom,  James,  was  lather 
ing  peculiarly  adapted  to  atiord  to  the  author  of  tiie  Memoirs,  who 
envef  Uiumtnt,  not  only  as  they  de-  was  horn  at  Detring-Caale,  in  \Veitr 
rive,  tor  tne  molt  pare,  their  matcri-  phulia,  in  the  year  1692. 
als  from  ouginai  autnoi  ities,  b  it  as  In  1*706,  the  memmriil  entered 
they  admit  of  a  greater  variety  of  into  the  Prutnan  fcrvice,  and  this 
fubje<fts  than  is  compatible  with  tl-e  year  we  aie  preleiiicd  with  the  fol* 
dehgn  of  general  niitory.  it  is  alfo  j  io--Jng  remarkable  itory  or  Jiis  iuad- 
not  the  Icail  oi  their  recoauneiida*  iaciv. 
tioas,  mac  they  prefent  us  with  a 

nearer  view  of  incidents  and  charac-  “  At  the  houfe  where  I  lodo-ed 
ters  than  we  can  otiierwife  obtain  ;  with  the  colonel,  1  w^as  told  a  v^ry 
and  that,  in  the  prolccmioa  of  fuch  a  remaikable  Itory  that  happened  be- 
narrative,  wc  conirad  an  intimate  ac-  tw^een  my  landlady  and  her  former 
quaintance  with  the  life  and  dllpofiiion  hidband,  w’ho  was  a  native  ot  this 
of  ilie  aiuhor.-Thefc  advantages  town;  his  name- was  Niepels,  and 
are  common,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de-  .was  a  captain  of  dragoons  in  the 
grcc,  to  all  memoirs  ;  but  they  are  Dutch  fervice  ;  he  courted  our  land- 
•  particularly  difceruible  in  the  work  lady  at  the  Hague;  Ihe  was  the 
before  us;  which  contains  au  -daughter  of  a  merchant  there,  and 
accoiuit  of  Icveral  perfonages,  con*  after  a  foiemn  promife  of  mvirriage, 
‘Cerniu-C  vvhom  hillor-cal  information  he  firft  fedneed,  and  then  IcU  her 
is  cither  imperltd  or  unauthenticated.  1  pregnant;  heriathcr  was  fo  Inceiifed 
'rhelc  ^vIemoir^,  wnicn  were  01  igi-  '  at  her,  that  ne  turned  her  o?jt  (U  tlie 
nally  wriltni  ni  G'-rinrt’i,  the  author’s  ‘  home;  bur  an  aunt  taking  conipai- 
iiativc  language,  and  atcerwards  tranf  ^  liv.n  on  lier,  k  })t  her,  till  li:e  was 
■  lated  i)y  niiuiclf  Into  Engiilh,  co.n-  ,  brought  to  bed,  and  afterwards  fup- 
mcncc  with  ab  accf  un:  oi  hisdelcent.  1  plied  her  with  a  iirtic  money,  with 
‘It  appears  that  James  Bruce  an  J  .  v/hicli, unknown  to  any  of  her  Iritnds, 
•Jolin  Bruce,  coufins  and  «.hdcendanLS  •  ihe  e^jnipped  hcrleif  in  men’s  cloaEiS, 
'of  the  family  of  Airth  in  Bcotiand,  ■  boiigni  a  horfe,  and  went  and  otll-rcd 
'  formed  a  rvtoiucion,  during  t:;e  j  heriei.^  as  a  volunteer  in  capta.ii  Nie* 
troubles  abouc  the  u'iJdlc  of  the  lail  pds’  troop;  her  olF  r  v;as  accepted, 
century,  to  leave  the’>r  nat'vecountry,  j  and  llie  continued  fonic  time  u*  the 
in  f.rdcr  to  putli  tiieir  fortunes  abroad,  troop  ;  the  captain  uf  d  lomeilmos  to 
As  t  icrc  were  foinc  Ihips  in  the  port  •  tell  his  volunteer  he  was  very  lik'  an 
ol  Leith  ready  to  fail  lur  the  Baltic,  old  millrcfs  of  ins,  but  never  li.id 
.jgr(ed  to  g  )  together  to  tiiat  ‘  the  Itali  fifpicion  that  he  was  ip-<al:- 
part  01  the  world.  But  there  hap-  -ing  to  the  very  peif>n  ;  Ihe  It.dd  till 
pcnint’*  to  be  two  of  the  ihlp*malters  the  end  of  the  campaign,  wlien  Cap- 
•  of  the  fur.  ' Tia  me,  the  coufin by  an  tain  Niepels,  i>eiiig  informed  ot  his 
'  odd  mifiake,  enfuarked  in  diliercnt  talher-s  death,  left  the  feiuicc,  and 
'  vcflcis ;  onf*  boimd  to  Prufiia,  the  went  liojne  to  take  polTellion  (>i  liis 
other  coR-uirn,by  which  accicUiU  hey  cikre.  By  tliis  accident  Ihe  kerned 
never  ;o^iln  faw  eacii  o^iur.  John  '  to  lole  light  of  any  opportunity  to  call 
Bruce,  ^our  au:hoi’;»  grand fniiier,  1  the  captain  to  an  account,  whi^h  \v;\< 
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the  foie  motive  of  her  adventure  : 
However,  (he  followed  him,  but  laid 
afide  the  cavalier,  and  re^alfumed  the 
female,  and  arriving  at  Maeftricht, 
(he  prevailed  upon  the  maia-lervant 
(for  a  little  money)  to  allow  her  to 
deep  in  a  private  room  in  the  houfe 
for  one  night,  as  (be  was  a  Itranger, 
and  did  not  chufe  to  lodge  in  any 
public  inn.  Having  thus  broke  the 
ground,  and  got  admiflion,  fhe  had 
an  opportunity  to  reconnoitre  the 
houfe,  particularly  the  captain's  a- 
partenent,  who  was  generally  abroad 
jhe  whole  day,  and  came  home  late 
night.  She  kept  very  clofe,  till 
the  thought  every  body  in  the  houi'e 
Avas  afleep,  and  then  proceeding  with 
n  candle  in  one  hand,  and  a  poniard 
in  the  other,  to  his  bed  Tide,  Ihe  a- 
wakened  him,  and  afked  if  he  knew 
her  ;  and  upon  his  demanding  what 
had  brought  her  there,  Ihe  told  him, 
that  he  now  muft  refolve  to  perform 
his  engagement  to  her,  otherwife  (he 
^vas  determined  to  put  him  to  death. 
The  captain  thought  proper’to  refufe, 
iind,  at  the  fame  time,  called  to  his 
Servants  j  but  before  any  of  them 
#ould  arrive,  fhe  llruck  him  in  the 
bread  ;  and  notwithftanding  all  the 
^defence  he  could  make,  fhe  gave  him 
/everal  other  wounds  indiflferent  parts 
of  his  body ;  the  fervants  at  length 
came  to  his  adilfance,  and  Ending 
their  mifter  dreaming  with  blood, 
they  feat  for  a  magidrateand  guards 
to  ftcure  her.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  lady  never  ojGTered  to  move  off, 
but  continued  upbraiding  him  with 
his  treachery,  although  he  eatreated 
her  to  fave  herfelf^  as  he  thciighc 
fiimfelf  mortally  wounded;  at  iaitthe 
magidrate  came  with  a  guard  to  con- 
dud  her  to  prifon,  w’hich  the  captain 
would  not  fulFer,  but  begged  them  to 
fend  for  a  prieft,  to  whom,  on  his 
arrival,  he  confeifed  how  much  he 
had  injured  the  young  woman,  and 
defired  the  pried,  in  the  prefence  of 
(Lhe  magidrate,  to  marry  them  with¬ 
out  lof>  of  time,  which  accordingly 


he  did  :  upon  the  furgeon's  declaring 
that  none  of  the  wounds  were  mor^ 
tal,  the  guard  was  withdrawn,  and  by 
the  careful  attendance  of  the  furgeon, 
and  the  no  lefs  tender  care  of  his 
now  fpoufe,  the  captain  foon  recover, 
ed  of  his  wounds.  They  lived  after- 
wards  in  th^  greated  harmony  for  fe» 
veral  years,  till  an  ilKfated  accident 
put  an  end  to  his  life.  One  evening 
they  were  walking  tojgether  before 
the  Trowen  Port,  and  pafhng  by  an 
arfenal  w^here  a  number  of  old  ufelefs 
arms  were  lying,  a  gentlewoman  in 
their  neighbourhood,  with  whom  they 
lived  in  great  intimacy,  met  them, 
and  taking  up  an  old  ruily  pidohfaid 
jocularly  to  captain  Niepels,.  that  it 
was  decreed  he  Ihould  die  by  the 
hands  of  a  woman,  w^hich  he  aflually 
did,  for  the  pidol  went  off,  and  ihot 
him  dead  upon  the  fpot.  He  left 
three  daughters,  who  were  now  mar¬ 
riageable  ;  his  widow  (our  landlady), 
fome  time  after  liis  death,  married  his 
nephews’' 

At  this  early  period  of  our  author’s 
life,  he  went  w’ith  his  regiment  to 
Flanders,  to  join  the  allied  army  ;  the 
operations  of  which  he  relates  with 
great  accuracy.  An  accident  which, 
he  informs  us,  happened  to  prince 
Eugene,  during  th^  fiege  of  Liflt  in 
1780,  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  His 
highnefs  received  a  letter  from  an  un¬ 
known  hand  ;  and,  upon  opening  it, 
he  found  it  contained  a  greafy  paper, 
w^hicli,  fortunantely,  he  let  fall  upon 
the  ground.  His  aid  de  camp,  who 
took  it  up,  fmelled  at  it,  and  was  in- 
ftantly  feized  with  a  giddinefs,  for 
which  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  medical  affiftance.  To 
evince  with  greater  certainty  the  ef- 
feds  of  the  paper,  it  was  tied  about 
a  dog's  neck ;  and  the  animal,  not- 
withftanding  an  antidote  was  admi- 
niftered,  died  in  twenty-four  hoursv 
When  the  officers,  who  attended  the 
prince,  exprellVd  their  concern  at  the 
attempt  which  he  had  fo  happily 
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^fciped,  he  replied,  “  You  need  ir  )t 
wonder  at  it,  gentlemen  ;  I  have  re 
ceived  feveral  letters  of  this  fort  be¬ 
fore  now.” 

In  the  winter  of  1710,  Mr  Biuce^s 
regiment  v;as  quartered  at  Tournay, 
where  a  little  before,  in  the  coliege 
of  Jefuirs,  was  committed  an  enormi 
ty,  with  the  actount  of  which  we 
{hall  prefeht  our  readers^ 

“  A  ftioemaker,  near  the  college, 
having  a  handfome  wife^  one  of  the 
fandlified  fathers  made  frequent  vifits 
to  befpeak  flioes  and  flippers  for  hiin- 
felf  and  others  of  the  fraternity  ;  at 
length,  giving  an  order,  he  dcfired 
the  fair  dame^  when  they  were  done, 
to  bring  them  home  to  the  cloiftef, 
and  receive  the  payment  for  them, 
and  (he  accordingly  carried  them  ; 
ihe  was  admitted  into  the  houfe,  buc 
never  rcturiledj  which  much  alarmed  | 
the  poor  hulband  and  his  neighbours,  I 
who  w^ere  naturally  ltd  to  enquire 
after  her  at  the  college j  when  they 
were  told,  that  flic  had  received  the 
money  and  wei^t  away  again  :  as  the 
veracity  of  thefe  fathers  was  held  fa- 
cred,  no  body  durft  prefume  any  far¬ 
ther  enquiry  at  the  college,  and  the 
woman  could  not  be  found*  Some 
few  days  after,  a  boy  in  the  night¬ 
time  getting  into  a  garden,  next  to 
that  of  the  jefuitsi  to  fteal  fruit,  faw 
from  the  top  of  a  tree  (being  moon¬ 
light)  thefe  very  Holy  fathers  bufy  in 
burying  a  corpfe  in  the  garden.  The 
boy,  knowing  that  the  woman  could 
not  be  found,  told  his  father  what  he 
had  feen ;  the  father,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  (hoeraakef, 
immediately  acquainted  him  of  it, 
and  they  both,  with  the  boy,  v/ent  to 
the  governor,  whoj  upon  their  iiilor- 
ination,  fent  tor  the  magi  ft  rates,  and 
they  proceeded  altogether  to  the  je- 
I'aits  college ;  upon  going  into  the 
garden,  the  boy  direfted  to  the  fpot 
where  he  had  feen  the  corpfe  buried  : 
upon  digging  there  they  tound  the 
Hodv  of  the  poor  woman  hzi 


in 

throat  cut,  and  all  her  clothes  toni  iff 
pieces.  The  fathers  declared  theit* 
ignorance  and  innocence  cf  the  whole 
matter,  charging  the  foiii  deed  upon 
two  of  their  fociety  who  had  difap- 
peared*  This  \vas  all  the  redrefs  thd 
poor  man  could  get  for  the  lofs  of  his 
wife,  notwlthftanding  the  boy  de^ 
dared  there  w’efe  eight  of  them  at 
burying  the  body.  The' nioe-rnakcr, 
his  neighbour,  and  his  foil,  thought 
it  prudent  to  retire  to  Holland,  wliere 
they  turned  Proteftants,  to  avoid  the 
mcrcilcfs  vengeance  of  thefe  facred 
fathers.  T  his  ftory  was  told  me  by 
feveral  ofTicers,  who  were  at  that  time 
in  garrifoa  here.” 

In  the  latter  eriJ  of  this  year,  the) 
author  of  the  Memoirs,  in  confer* 
qiience  of  an  invitation  from  his 
kiniman,  General  Bruce,  of  the  ord- 
Iiance,  at  Mofeow,  quits  the  Prudianf 
and  enters  the  Ruffian  fervice,  in  the 
rank  of  cdptain;  The  General, it  ap-* 
pears, had  been  remarkably  dillinguifh-^ 
ed  with  honours  ;  for  he  was  at  this 
time  knight  of  four  orders,  \i;.j  .‘U 
Andrew,  the  White  Eagle- ilie  BJack 
Eagle,  and  the  Elcpliant,  Under 
luch  a  patron,  young  Bruco,  whd 
feems  to  haVe  been  endowed  by  naturt) 
with  quick  parts,  arid  a  penetrating 
judgment,  could  not  fail  of  rihng 
into  eminence,  and  particularly  of  ac¬ 
quiring  great  knowledge  in  the  ihili-i 
tary  art.  ^  The  narrative,  after  his 
arrival  at  Mofeow,  prefents  Us  With 
an  account  of  the  Ruffian  arriiy,  theif 
numbers  and  cloathing  ;  his  inforrtia-i 
tion  concerning  which  may  be  confr- 
dcred  as  indubitably  accurate.  Foi' 
the  fame  reafon  we  fliail  lay  before 
our  readers  the  autheiitic  and  parlicuv. 
f  lar  account  which  he  gives  cd  theoif- 
j  graceful  iflue  of  Llic  Rufun  expedi* 

!  tion  againft  the  Turks,  in  the  yeaf 
171 1  ;  vrhen  the  total  ruin  of  the 
army  was  prevented  only  bv  a  llrata«i 
gem  contrived  bv  the  czarina. 

The  Turkifli  army  farroiinded 
us  cn  all  fides,  with  a  dchg a  to  ftarVM 
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ditions  of  the  peace,  on  our  part, 
were  to  deliver  up  to  the  Turks, 
Azoph,  Taganrog,  and  Kaininiek, 
and  that  our  troops  Ihould  evacuate 
Poland  ;  for  the  performance  of 
which,  the  vice-chancellor  Schafiref 
and  major-general  count  Ztremetof, 
were  delivered  as  ho  It  ages.  They 
inlided  alfo,  that  prince  Canramire 
of  Moldavia  fliould  be  delivered  up 
to  them  ;  bUt  were  told,  that  the 
prince  had  left  our  camp  ;  which,  in¬ 
deed,  was  believed  by  moll  of  our- 
lelv'es  ;  tor  the  treaty  was  :io  fooner 
thought  on,  than  the  czarina  Ihut 
him  up  in  her  own  cr)ach,  which  was 
known  only  to  tiie  fervant  wiio  car¬ 
ried  him  his  victuals.  The  czar  ever 
afterwards  enter. ainid  a  great  regard 
for  prince  Caniatnirc,  and  gave  him 
feverai  landed  eftates  both  in  Riillia 
and  the  Ukraine,  btfidcs  ieiriing  a 
pen  iron  of  20,000  rubles  a  year  upon 
him.” 


us  into  a  furrender,  and  this  they 
certainly  would  have  done,  in  a  llidrt 
time,  had  they  not  been  too  eager  in 
attacking  us,  which  they  did  three 
days  and  tJtree  nights  together  ;  but, 
ioruinately  for  us,  they  attacked  only 
one  fide  of  our  I'qiiare  at  a  time, 
which  enabled  us  to  relieve  our  weari¬ 
ed  troops,  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
became  harralfed  with  fa.igue,  and  it 
silfo  enabled  us  to  ufe  our  large  train 
of  artiilcry,  which  did  great  execution 
among  them,  and  luckily  they  had 
none  to  annoy  us  with,  as  theirs  was 
not  yet  arrived. 

“  On  the  fourth  day,  the  czar,  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  our  ammunition 
was  all  Ipent  to  three  charges  ot  can¬ 
non  and  finall  arms,  ordered  all  the 
officers  in  the  army,  with  a  number 
of  fclc^  men,  to  mount  on  horfeback 
and  attend  his  porfon  ;  his  intention 
was  to  force  his  way  through  tiie 
Turkiih  arm-  in  the  night,  and  to  go 
through  Tranfilvania  into  Hungary  ; 
but  the  czarina  coiiiintr  to  the  know- 
ledge  of  this  dangeious  refolution, 
acd  forefeeing  the  hazard  that  would 
trend  the  czar,  and  the  lols  and  dif- 
gract  that  would  t.iil  upon  his  arms  i  campmg  tr< 
:ind  armj ,  very  luckily  hit  upon  a  *  Pi  uth,  he 
belter  expedient,  which  faved  us  all  j  daiigiuer, 
ii'OiTi  d'".irin^!Cii.  Sne  colledled  ail  I  breaking  of 
tiir  money,  plate,  and  jewels  which  \  By  this  acc 
were  ill  tile  army,  ior  wi.ich  fhe  gave  •  in  the  j'eir 
her  own  receipt  ami  ('bligation  to  pav  and  caniec 
thc  refpcct.vc  owners,  and  with  this  ap])iit'd  to  r 
valaabic  prcfeiit  the  had  rhe  addiefs  dered  a  ftri' 
to  prevail  on  the  grand  vizier  to  con-  wirhonr  elf 
elude  a  peace,  and  the  tranfaclion  was  |  afterwards 
imiufdiarely  nnilhed  in  tlie  name  of  i  both  carriec 
Jive  rtild-marfhal,  without  the  czar's  prefented  to 
Luawiedge,  who  was  jull  going  to  fet  tained  n  p;i 
cut  on  ids  very  dangerous  expedition,  in  fearch  of 
which  her  majefty  llopped,  by  telling  ted  with  a  J( 
him,  that  the  grand  vizier  had  agreed  fician  to  the 
to  conclude  a  peace  on  reafonable  him.  that  tv 
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every  expedient  he  could  devife  to  re¬ 
cover  his  wife,  if  he  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  both  ;  until  becoming  outrage- 
•  ous  by  repeated  difappointments,  they 
Ihut  him  up  in  a  dungeon,  and  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  he  got  releafed 
by  the  interceffion  of  fome  of  the 
ambaffadors  at  the  court.  He  was 
afterwards  told  by  the  fame  doflor, 
that  both  the  ladies  had  died  of  the 
plague ;  with  which  information  he 
was  obliged  to  conterit  himfelf,  and 
return  home.  ^To  be  continued,^ 

Sentimental  Beauties  and  Moral  Deli- 
neations  from  the  Writings  of  the 
celebrated  Dr  Blair,  and  other  admi^ 
red  Authors fele6led  nvith  a  Vie*w  to 
refine  the  T a  [I  e^  reBify  the  Judgrnenty 
and  mould  the  Heart  to  Virtue,  i  zmo. 
2  s.  6d.  Wallis,  London. 

IF  in  any  inftance  the  fafliion  for 
reducing  the  fize  of  books,  and 
extrading  the  efience  and  beauties 
can  be  valuable,  it  is  where  the  epi¬ 
tome  is  compofed  of  moral  lelTons 
for  the  inllrudion  and  amendment  of 
youth.  By  lelFening  the  price,  the 
volume  may  come  within  the  reach 
of  the  young  of  both  lexes,  to  whom 
it  is  particularly  adapted,  and  will  be 
likely  to  find  an  introdudion  to 
fchools  in  the  place  of  thofe  infigni- 
ficant  produdions  with  which  our  fe- 
minaries  are  too  much  infeded.  The 
moral  lelTons  of  the  eloquent  and 
perfuafive  Blair  ought  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  every  youth  and  virgin  in 
the  kingdom  ;  to  teach  us  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  the  benefits  of  gentlenefs, 
and  how  eflential  it  is  to  the  comfort 
and  happinefs  of  thofe  with  whom  we 
may  be  deltined  to  live,  that  in  our 
youth  we  Ihould  check  the  rigour  of 
thefe  unamiable  propenficles  which 
we  perceive  in  the  heart.  It  the 
moil  pradicable  fyllem  of  ethics,  con¬ 
veyed  in  the  moil  elegant  and  liniple 
drefs,  can  find  their  way  to  the  heart, 
and  make  a  durable  impreffion  there, 
the  fermons  ot  Dr  Blair  will  fucceed  ; 
but  how  far  tne  publication  of  fer- 
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mons  in  general  avails  to  the  forma- 
tion  of  manners,  and  the  conquelt  of 
evil,  we  cannot  pretend  to  lay  ;  this 
however  is  certain,  that  the  effed  is 
more  eafy  to  be  made,  and  njore 
likely  to  be  permanent  on  the  mind 
ot  youth  than  of  age  ;  and  thereiore 
we  fincerely  prefer  fuch  publications 
as  the  prefent  to  all  the  other  diBio- 
naires  portativesy  and  reduced  folios, 
vrith  which  ■  the  bookfellers  have  of 
late  fo  obligingly  accommodated  the 
world. 

An  EJfay  on  the  Duty  and  ^lalifi cat  ions 
of  a  Sea  Officer.  Written  originally 
Anno  1760,  for  the  ufe  of  t*wo  young 
Officers.  By  the  Rev.  James  Ram- 
fay,  Chaplain  in  his  Majcfiy^i  Navy. 
The  third  Edition  improved,  ^vo. 

I  X.  6d.  Robinfon,  London. 

The  firil  edition  of  this  very 
ulelul  compendium  was  pub- 
lllhed  in  the  year  1765,  when,  as  wc 
are  now  informed,  the  profits  of  ihe 
impjeffion  was  appropriated  by  the 
benevolent  auth(»r  to  the  Magdalen 
and  Britilh  Lying-in  Hofpitals  ;  as 
that  of  the  fecond  and  third  edition.^ 
are  to  the  Maritime  School,  or  in 
cafe  of  its  failure,  to  the  Marine  So¬ 
ciety.  Thus,  while  our  author  dedi¬ 
cates  his  time  in  a  two  lold  capacity 
to  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  he  demon- 
hrates  his  fmcerity  by  his  difinteref- 
tednefs  ;  and  if  the  perfonnance, 
which  is  now  correded  and  enlar^ied, 
is  attended  to  in  proportion  to  its  me¬ 
rit,  our  officers  will  gain  many  prac¬ 
tical  hints  not  unworthy  the  notice 
of  the  moil  experienced,  and  the  fe- 
condary  views  of  the  writer  will  he 
fuitably  anfwered.  M. 

The  Patriot  knonssn  by  Comparifon.  i  s. 

Scurrilous  \  Motto,  «  The 

axe  carries  a  keen  edge  but 
tue  author's  wnt  againll  the  patriots 
has  more  of  the  ynallet  in  it,  to  kmick 
them  on  the  head,  than  ©f  the  axe,  to 
cut  it  off. 

Bbb 
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PARLIAMENT  ART  HISTORT. 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

IVednefday^  May  22. 

Mr  fox  rofe  to  move  the 
thanks  of  the  Honfe  to  Sir 
George  Rodney  for  his  late  viv5lory 
over  the  French.  Whoever  had 
confidered  the  gloomy  fitualion  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  melancholy 
profped  which  our  operations  in  the 
Weft  Indies  afforded  feme  time  ago, 
and  compared  it  with  the  bright 
profped  which  now  opened  to  our 
view,  muft  feel  the  motl  lively  fenfa- 
tions  of  joy  and  gratitude  to  the  able 
and  gallant  officer  to  whom  the  hap¬ 
py  change  in  our  affairs  was  impu¬ 
table.  The  victory  gainrd  by  Sir 
George  Rodney,  on  tne  12th  of  l.ift 
month,  had  given  us  a  decided,  and 
he  hoped,  a  permanent  fuperioriiy  in 
the  Weft  Indies.— It  was  remarkable 
that  this  was  the  third  time  Sir  G. 
Rodney  had  been  held  up  to  that 
Houle  ?s  an  objed  deierving  their 
thanks  ;  once  in  the  laft  war,  and 
twice  in  the  prefent  war:  he  had 
earned  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  once 
already  in  the  prefent  war,  by  gain¬ 
ing  a  moft  complete  viclory  over  one 
powerful  branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  It  w\as  with  peculiar  fa- 
tisfadion  he  could  inform  the  Houfe, 
that  every  letter  from  the  fleet  under 
•Sir  George  Rodney,  breathed  the 
•moft  perfe(^ harmony  and  unanimity; 
no  conceft  was  to  he  found  throuo-h- 

o 

out,  but  to  try  v\  ho  Ihould  be  moit 
forward  in  the  public  caiife.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  That  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Sir 
George  Brydges  Rodney,  Bart. 
Knight  of  the  moft  honourable  order 
of  the  Bath,  and  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Majefty^s  fleet  in  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  for  the  great  and  glorious, 
viffory  gained  by  him  on  the  i2Lh  of 
April  laft,  over  the  French  fleet  com¬ 
manded  bv  Count  de  Graffe. 

The  Secretary  at  IV ar  leconded  the 


Lord  North  faid,  he  felt  peculiar 
fatisfadlion  in  rifing  to  give  his  pub¬ 
lic  concurrence  ina>ot'  of  thanks 
to  an  officer  who  had  lu  ably  and  fo 
gallantly  maintained  the  honour  of 
his  country,  and  rendered  it  fuch  ef- 
fential  fervices,  by  his  famous  viftory 
of  the  1 2th  of  April.  He  had  once 
moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 
Sir  George  Rodney,  for  the  fignal 
lervice  he  had  rendered  his  country 
by  the  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  fqua- 
dron  :  it  muft  therefore  give  him  fin- 
gular  pleaiure  to  concur  in  another 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  lame  officer,  for 
a  vi»^tory  ftill  more  brilliant,  more 
important.  But  he  would  Inggeil  to 
the  right  hen.  mover  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  flag  officers  who  had  ferved 
under  Sir  George  Rodney  ;  to  the 
merits  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  no  man 
ia  that  Houfe  could  be  a  ftranger ; 
he  had  himfelt  been  a  commander  in 
chief,  and  in  m.ore  actions  than  one, 
had,  as  fuch,  lignalized  himfelf  in  the 
lervice  ol  his  country.  The  fervicis 
of  Rear-Admiral  Drake,  cm  thofe 
occafions, ought  not  to  be  forgotten; 
and  no  one  could  refiife  tlianks  to 
Commodore  Affleck,  of  whom  Sir 
George  Rodney  fpoke  lb  handfomcly 
in  his  public  lette- . 

Mr  Fox  thanked  the  noble  Lord 
for  his  fuggeftion,  and  alfo  for  the 
handibme  manner  in  which  he  had 
left  it  to  the  fervanls  of  the  Crown 
CO  move  what  would  come  from  them 
with  a  much  better  eracc  than  from 
any  other  perfons.  He  had  not  the 
Icaft  ohjedion  to  move  thanks  to  the 
flag  officers  under  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney,  and  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
making  this  the  fubjeeff  of  another 
motion. 

Mr  R.cUe  afked  if  it  was  true  that 
Sir  George  Rodney  was  to  be  fuper- 
feded  in  his  command  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

Mr  Fox  replied,  that  he  had  been 
recalled,  and  another  officer  had  been 
fent  out  to  fuccecd  him  in  the  com¬ 
mand. 
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Mr  Rolle  then  faiJ,  that  he  would 
.oiove  tor  an  addreis  to  his  Majeily, 
that  he  would  be  plcafed  not  to  re¬ 
move  Sir  Gcorge  Rodney  from  his 
command. 

The  Lord  Advocate  rofe  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  hon.  member  not  to 
make  any  fucli  motion  ;  it  would  be 
intrcncliing  upon  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  and  deviating  from  the 
rules  that  lliould  guide  and  direct 
parliament.  As  long  as  Miniflers 
had  the  full  enjoyment  of  appointing 
otHcers  to  command,  fo  long  they 
were  refponfible  to  parliament  for  j 
fucli  appointments;  but  it  that  Koufe  i 
ilifuild  interfere,  and  point  out  who 
lliould,  or  who  fliould  not  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  this  or  that  command,  it 
would  then  take  refponfibiiity  upon 
itfelf,  and  of  courfe  remove  it  from 
tlic  place  where  it  ought  to  red — the 
flioulders  of  Miniders.  I.c  was  the 
peculiar  duty  of  parliament  to  cen- 
iure  and  controul,  not  to  direfl  the 
meafures  of  the  executive  power. 

Mr  Fox  thanked  the  noble  Lord 
for  the  doctrine  he  had  laid  down, 
to  which,  as  driSly  conditutional, 
he  mod  heartily  fubferibed ;  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  officers  was  a  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  Crowm,  which  he  would 
never  confent  to  fee  abridged,  or  di¬ 
rected  ;  and  whenever  he  tliould  be 
called  upon  by  any  man^  or  by  any 
number  of  men  Ihort  ol  the  majority 
of  that  Houfe,  to  explain  why  one 
officer  had  been  preferred,  or  ano¬ 
ther  recalled,  the  only  reply  he  would 
ever  make  on  that  head  lliould  be, 
that,  for  what  appeared  to  him  wife 
and  prudent  reakins,  he  had  adviied 
his  Sovereign  to  adopt  fuel)  a  mea- 
fure. 

Mr  Penton  fuggefted  ’he  propriety 
of  Including  the  name  ot  Sir  kdiaries 
Douglas  among  the  ilag  officers  who 
were  to  be  thanked. 

Mr  Fox^  having  coniulted  Admi¬ 
ral  Darby  on  the  lubjeCt,  laid,  thm. 
he  wmuld  molt  readily  agree  tiiat  Sir 
Charles  Douvlas  lliould  be  included 


in  the  vote  of  thanks ;  lus  merits  un¬ 
doubtedly  challenged  that  mark  of 
refpedt. 

G.v.  JoknJlone  faid,  that  formerly 
the  captain  to  the  flag  enjoyed  the 
rank  ot  a  Rear  Admiral,  but  ’hat  of 
late  years  it  had  not  been  ilriftly 
the  caie  ;  tor  it  was  now  ntccllary 
that  the  King  Ihould  illli.!  his  pro- 
clamation,  to  entitle  the  flag  capruia 
to  tlie  flare  ot  a  R".ar-AJ:niral  in  tiic 
diUribution  of  prize  money.  As  to 
the  motion  tlien  before  the  Htnilk,  he 
mod  cordially  aflenteJ  to  it ;  he  had 
the  honour  to  claim  an  intiinate 
friendlhip  with  the  gallant  veteran 
who  was  the  fubjedt  ot  it;  he  had  cul¬ 
tivated  that  friendlhip  when  very  fev/ 
others  thought  it  worth  cultivation, 
in  the  moment  of  tha  brave  officer's 
dihrefs ;  bur,  with  re  'e»5l  to  tin's,  he 
had  been  fince  repaid  ten  thouland 
times  over.  Sir  Creorge  Rodnev,  he 
knew,  w’ould  always  fet  a  proper  va¬ 
lue  on  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  ;  but 
he  was  fuisfied,  that  they  could  nc-t 
be  as  acceptable  to  him,  wnhen  origi¬ 
nating  from  a  quarter  that  had  put 
upon  him  the  difgrace  of  a  recall  ; 
nothing  In  hia  opinion  could  be  more 
infulting,  than  that  at  the  fame  time 
that  Sir  George  Rodney  Ihould  it- 
ceive  the  thanks  ot  the  Houfe,  he 
Ihould  receive  alfo  the  inortifviii'.’  no- 
tice  of  his  recall. 

Mr  Fox  liiiJ,  he  never  wmild  con¬ 
fent  to  the  idea,  that  rtcalli'ig  an  of¬ 
ficer  was  difgrace ;  it  was  no  iucli 
thing ;  he  (liiclaimed  the  idea  ;  It 
was  impoffihle  he  could  tn‘crt  tin  pre¬ 
judices  againll  the  charada'  of  Ad:u. 
Rodney. 

Coinnndcre  JuhrJrorie  was  going  to 
reply  ;  but  w.is  interrupted  bv  the 
Sp  akcr,  wdi-.  laid  that  Gcmlemen 
had  wandered  from  the  qiicliion.  -- 
He  tlieii  put  the  quelfion  on  the  rno- 
cion  for  thanks  to  A»liuii  d  Roviuey, 

which  was  carried  7te??ip  con. - H'4 

next  put  the  qutllion  on  a  motion 
from  Mr  Fox,  ior  thanks  to  Sir  Sa- 
mu.l  Hood,  Rear- Admiral  Drake;, 
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Commodore  Affleck,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers 
of  the  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  See. 

Captain  John  Luttrell  obftrved, 
that  it  would  be  ungenerous  and  un¬ 
grateful,  in  voting  thefe  thanks,  to 
lorget  that  there  were  other  perions, 
befides  the  officers,  who  deferved 
thanks,  and  thefe  were  the  feamen  on 
board  that  fleet,  who  by  their  brave¬ 
ry  and  difcipline  had  fo  effeaually  fe- 
conded  the  Ikill  and  intrepidity  of 
their  commanders. 

Mr  fox  took  the  hint,  and  moved, 
That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve 
and  acknowledge  the  fervices  of  the 
feamen  and  marines  on  board  Adm. 
Rodney’s  fleet ;  and  that  the  captains 
of  the  faid  (hips  do  lignify  the  lame 
to  their  refpedlive  crews. 

The  Seeretary  at  JVar  fuggefted, 
that  there  had  been  troops  on  board 
the  fleet  at  the  time  of  a<ftion,  and 
that  of  courfe  it  would  not  be  decent 
to  exclude  them  from  a  (hare  in  the 
thanks. — The  foldiers  were  then  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  motion,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  unanimoiifly. 

Mr  Hill  obferved,  that  as  this  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  fignal 
vi<5fory  that  had  been  gained  this  cen- 
turv,  fo  it  was  incumbent  on  the  na- 
tion  to  appoint  a  day  of  Thankfgi- 
ving  to  the  Almighty  for  fo  great  a 
bleffing ;  and  therefore  he  would 
move  the  Houfe  to  appoint  fuch  a 
day. 

Lord  North  agreed  that  a  day  of 
Thankfgiving  ought  to  be  appointed; 
but  he  thought  It  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  appointment  to  the  Crown. 
He  remembered  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake  at  Li  Toon,  it  had  been 
moved  that  a  day  of  Humiliation 
ihould  be  appointed  ;  but  the  motion 
had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  bufinefs 
left  entirely  with  the  Crown. 

Mr  Hill  acquiefeed,  and  did  not 
make  *‘he  motion. 

The  Budget. 

Mr  Frederick  Montague  having  mo¬ 


ved  the  order  of  the  dav,  the  Houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  Mr  Ord  in  the 
Chair. 

Lord  John  Cavendijl)  then  rofe  for 
the  flrft  time  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  propofe  other  taxes  in 
the  room  of  fome  of  thofe  which  had 
been  propofed  by  his  immediate  pre- 
dcceflbr.  He  faid,  that  the  tax  upon 
places  of  public  amufement  would,  at 
beft,  bring  in  but  a  IVnall  fum,  having 
been  eftiinated  at  30,000!.  the  collec- 
tion  of  which  would  coif  a  great  deal, 
and  the  tax  itfelf  raife  a  clamour  iu 
the  nation. — He  w^as  therefore  of  o- 
pinion,  that  fuch  a  tax  ought  to  be 
laid  afide,  while  there  was  a  poffibili- 
ty  of  finding  out  another.  As  to  the 
tax  on  the  land* carriage  of  goods, 
great  objedfions  had  been  made  to  it, 

!  and  he  believed  very  julfly.  He  was 
ready  indeed  to  admit,  that,  if  the 
tax  did  not  totally  deftroy  trade,  the 
revenue  arifing  from  it  would  be  in¬ 
finite  ;  but  as,  in  his  opinion,  the 
trade  would  be  ruined  by  it,  fo  he 
thought  the  tax  ought  to  be  renoun¬ 
ced.  The  taxes  he  intended  to  fub- 
(litute  in  the  room  of  the  two  he 
mentioned,  would  bring  in,  he  belie¬ 
ved,  400,000!.  a-year,  but  he  would 
not  take  them  at  more  than  380,000!,  ^ 
His  firft  tax  would  he  an  additional 
toll  on  turnpikes  of  50 1.  percent.; 
fo  that  where  twm  pence  is  now  paid, 
three  pence  (hall  be  paid  in  future; 
the  treafurer  of  the  county,  on  trulf, 
to  receive  the  toll,  and  pay  it  into  the 
Exchequer  ;  lo  that  little  or  no  ex¬ 
pence  would  attend  the  collection. — 
He  had  font  a  perfon  from  I.oiidon 
I  to  the  north,  and  the  eaftern  coun¬ 
ties,  and  from  the  returns  made  by 
him,  he  found,  that  in  nineteen  coun¬ 
ties,  the  lum  this  tax  would  '  raife 
would  amount  to  203,000  1.  which  he 
xvould  not  take  at  more  than  1 8o,oooI. 

In  this  calculation  he  did  not  include 
all  the  fouth-wert  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  nor  the  counties  of  Warwick, 
Glocefter,  Somerfst,  &c.  wffiich  vvoufj 


tjrlng  in  about  100,000 1.  more. —  ty’s  fliip  Alfred,  and  of  Captain  Blair 
This,  he  faid,  would  be  much  more  of  the  Anfon,  who  fell  gloriouily 
productive  than  that  which  had  been'  fighting  for  their  country  on  the  9th 
propofcd  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  and  12th  of  April ;  and  alfo  of  Lord 
preceded  him  in  office,  and  yet  would  Robert  Manners,  late  of  the  Rdb- 
be  more  than  half  iefs  burthenfoine  lution,  who,  unfortunately  for  his 
to  the  public.  .According  to  the  for-  country,  was  mortally  wounded  in 
mer  plan,  a  waggon  travelling  to  the  engagciuent  of  the  i  2th,  oil' the 
York  would  pay  2  i.  6  s.  8  d.  bur.  ac-  illand  of  Doiiiinique,  all  under  the 
cording  to  the  new  one,  it  would  pay  command  of  Admiral  bir  George 
no  more  than  17  s.  6  d.  Bi  ydges  Rodney. 

On  four-wheeled  carriages  he  in-  S/r  Grey  Goofier  faid,  that  a  motion 
tended  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  oF  a  fnnilar  nature  had  very  few  pre- 
20  s.  fo  that  the  whole  would  in  fu-  j  cedents  in  the  journals  ;  the  lalt  mo- 
ture  amount  to  6  1,  per  year :  from  1  nument  that  had  been  voted  to  the 
this  tax  he  expcClcd  to  derive  about  memory  of  a  naval  officer,  who  had 
16,000  1.  a-ycar.  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  his  country. 

And  on  water-carriage  he  intended  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  a  gal- 
alfo  to  impofe  a  fmaii  tax,  namely,  of  :  lant  relation  of  your^s.  Sir  (faid  Sir 
2  s.  per  ton  per  year  on  every  barge  j  Grey,  addreifing  the  chair).  Captain 
or  vefTcl  employed  in  the  inland  na-  Cornwall.  It  was,  however,  with 
vigation  and  coalting  trade  :  from  j  pleafurc  he  concurred  in  a  vote  ft)r  a 
this  he  expected  16  or  20,000  1.  |  monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory 

Lord  John  concluded  by  moving  J  of  men  that  mull  ever  be  dear  to  their 
refoliuions  011  thefe  different  heads,  :  country.  This  motion  was  carried 
and  firlt  on  the  toll  and  turnpikes.  j  unanimoufly. 

Lord  Surry  was  apprehenfive,  as  I  The  report  on  the  new  taxes  was 
was  alfo  Air  Rolle^  that  this  tax  would  then  brought  up  from  the  Committee, 
ruin  a  great  number  of  turnpikes  Lori  begged  the  noble  Lord 

which  were  mortgaged  to  thofe  who  who  had  propofed  them,  w  mld  take 
had  lent  large  fums  of  money  on  i  the  trouble  to  re-coalider  them  ;  for 
them.  Lord  ALikon  thought  that  it  |  in  his  opinion,  if  carried  into  a  law, 
would  be  injurious  to  manutaClures  ;  j  they  would  ruin  the  greateft  manu- 
and  Lord  North  explained  the  reafons  faCturers  in  this  country.  The  toll 
that  induced  him  to  propofe  the  taxes  on  turnpikes  was  a  tax  upon  the  raw 
that  were  now  to  be  fuperfeded  ;  and,  materials  of  manufactures  in  this 
after  various  remarks,  he  concluded  country.  The  toll  on  turnpikes  was 
by  faying,  that  if  the  prefent  taxes  a  tax  upon  the  raw  materials  of  ma- 
propofed  by  the  noble  Lord  fhould  nufac^ures  ;  a  tax  which,  in  its  nature, 
be  found  to  be  efficient,  they  certain-  muft  be  anti-commercial, 
ly  would  be  toiiud  to  be  much  lighter  Mr  Macdonald  fpoke  nearly  in  the 
than  thofe  which  he  had  at  firlt  pro-  fame  (train  ;  and  further  added,  that 

even  in  taxing  the  materials,  the  new 

Tne  refoiutlons  were  agreed  to  tax  would  fall  heaviell  on  thofe  who 
without  any  oppofitlon.  would  be  leaft  able  to  bear  it ;  thus 

Thiirfday,  May  23.  for  inllance,  a  horfe  load  of  brick- 

MR  GASCOTNE  moved,  that  an  dull  would  be  charged  as  high  at  a 
addrels  be  prefented  to  his  Majelty,  turnpike  as  a  horfe  load  of  gold, 
praying  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  daft.  This  difproportlon  was  cxcelfivc 
give  diVcCtioiis  for  ereaing  a  monu-  and  intolerable.^  In  Scotland,  there 
inent  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St  was  an  extenlive  manufactory  nf 
Peter,  Weflminltcr,  to  the  m*  mory  crockery  ware,  which  would  be  ne- 
Qf  Captain  Bayne,  late  or  his  Majef-  ceifariiy  ruined  by  tills  tax  ;  the  day 
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lifed  in  it  came  from  Devonlliire,  and 
the  Hints  from  Kent ;  thefe  com  no- 
iJities  therefore  would  pay  much 
more  in  turnpike  toll  than  the  prime 
0^)11  at  which  they  had  been  firft  pur- 
chafed. 

Lord  John  CavemUJJj  faid,  that  he 
had  always  oppoled  thofe  meafures 
which  now  made  taxes  neceflary  ;  we 
were  at  war,  and  taxes  muft  follow  of 
courfe  ;  and  he  knew  that  when  taxes 
were  to  be  impoled,  it  w^as  impofll- 
ble  that  fuch  taxes  could  be  deviled 
as  fliould  not  produce  many  inconve- 
niencies,  and  confequenily  be  liable  to 
many  objedions.  Such  was  the  tax 
then  before  the  Houfe  ;  it  would  be 
productive  he  believed,  and  would  oc¬ 
casion  as  few  inconveniences, he  hoped, 
as  any  that  he  could  devife. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read, 
and  pafled  without  a  divifion,  as  fol¬ 
low  : 

That  there  be  charged  a  moiety  of 
the  tolls  payable  for  carriages  and 
cattle  at  each  turnpike  in  Great  Br.- 
taln. 

That  there  be  charged  2  s.  per  ton 
annually  on  the  tenor  of  every  barge,  j 
or  other  craft,  carrying  goods  or  paf- 
fengers,  more  than  I2  in  number,  on 
anv  navigable  river  in  Great  Britain. 

That  2  s.  per  ton  per  ann.  be  paid 
on  every  velTcl  employed  in  the  coail- 
ing  trade. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  2c  s. 
per  arm.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  for 
each  coach,  biirleigh,  chariot,  See, 
kept  for  ufe,  or  let  out  to  hire,  except 
hackney  coaches. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  20  s. 
per  ann.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  keep¬ 
ing  two  wheel  carriages  or  chairs. 

That  the  faid  duties  be  fubjeit  to 
lol.  per  cent. 

Friday y  May  24.. 

MR  SECRETART  FOX 
his  Majelly's  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  \ 
of  yelierday,  for  ere<5ling  monuments  | 
to  Captains  Bayne,  Blair,  and  Lord 
.Robert  Manners ;  and  that  he  would  t 
^ive  dire^flicns  accordingly.  j 


The  amendments  that  had  been 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the 
contracflors  bill,  ex’empting  from  the 
difqualification  enacted  by  the  bill,  all 
thofe  who  fiiall  Ibpply  Government 
with  the  produce  or  mantifa-flure  of 
their  ellates,  having  been  read. 

Sir  P.  J.  Clerks  objedfed  to  the 
amendment,  as  it  went  direfliy  to 
open  a  door  to  fuch  evalions  as  would 
defeat  the  objedf  of  the  bill. 

Mr  Alderman  Nc^yjsnham  judged  of 
the  amendment,  as  far  as  It  related  to 
manufadfure,  in  the  fame  manner:  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  by  having 
the  commodities  manufadfureJ  on  his 
own  ehate,  might  contradt  with  Go. 
vernment  for  gunpow'der,  cannon, 
Ihoes,  and  C’Othing  lor  the  army ; 
and  thus  he  might  be,  in  fadl,  a  flioe- 
maker  or  taylor,  and  a  Member  of 
Parliament  at  the  lame  time. — For 
his  part,  he  thought,  that,  fooner  than 
the  amendment  ihould  be  adopted, 
both  bill  and  amendment  ought  to  be 
flung  over  the  bar. 

Lord  Surrey  did  not  approve  wholly 
of  the  amendmeris  but  (till  he  thought 
that  fomething  of  the  kind  would  be 
neceiTary ;  it  might  be  with  otl'.er 
gerulen^en  as  it  w’as  with  him,  who 
had  coal  mines, — not  be  paid  any  re- 
lerved  rent,  but  according  to  the 
price  or  profits  made  by  thofe  to 
w'hom  the  proprietor  firll  difpoled  of 
the  coals.  But  as  he  did  not  mean  to 
cake  in  every  kind  of  manulaclurc,  he 
wmuld,  and  did,  move  this  amend- 
meiir,  maniifadures  of  quarries  and 
mines, 

I  Lord ^Mahon  wifhed  rather  to  adopt 

I  Alderman  Newuiharn’s  idea,  and 
I  throw  out  the  bill;  and  that  the 
Houfe  Ihould  then  refort  to  a  refoiu- 
tion  of  their  nwm,  Ti»at  none  of  its 
members  Ihould  accept  of  a  contrad. 

Lori  Niigcait  i\n)ported  the  a- 
mendmenc  Irom  the  Lords,  and  re¬ 
peated  many  of  the  re.^fons  urged  by 
him,  when  the  bill  was  in  its  progrels 
through  the  Lower  Hotife. 

The  queftion  was  at  U(l  put  on 
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Lord  Surrey’s  motion,  which  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divifion. — A  mo¬ 
tion  was  then  made  and  carried,  for 
demanding  a  conference  with  the 
Lords  on  the  fubje(5t  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  ;  and  Mr  Fox,  and  all  thoiV 
who  took  part  in  the  above  converfa- 
tion,  were  ordered  to  manage  and 
diredk  the  faid  conterence. 

Lord  Mahon  brought  in  his  bill, 
which  was  read  once,  for  preventing 
bribery  and  cxpences  at  elections. 
His  Lordlhip  then  moved,  Thai  i: 
Ihould  be  printed,  and  an  order  was 
accordingly  made  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr  Baker  was  afraid  that  the  bill, 
inllead  of  preventing,  would  increafe 
the  cxpence  ;  tor,  by  adjourning  the 
poll  from  one  place  to  another,  it 
would  protra(fl  the  eiedtion,  and  very 
likely  thofe  who  had  polled  in  one 
place  would  follow  the  Sheriff  to  all 
the  rclt;  fo  that  he  would  be  folio’*  - 
ed  every  where  by  the  whole  pojje 
comitatus. 

Lord  Mahon  defireJ  his  hon.  friend 
would  read  the  bill  before  he  pro¬ 
nounced  ills  opinion ;  for  it  was  a 
little  hard  upon  it  to  fay,  that  a  bill 
brought  in  for  diminilhing  fliould  in- 
creafe  ex  peaces. 

'Fhe  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Com 
mittee  on  Mr  V/allace  s  bill  for  en¬ 
abling  his  Majelly  to  conclude  a  peace 
or  truce  with  America.  Mr  Secre¬ 
tary  Fox  took  the  chair,  and  the 
blanks  having  been  foon  iilied  up, 
the  Houfe  was  returned,  and  adjoura- 
td  at  a  quarter  belore  tive  o’clock. 

Mon. ay y  May  27. 
rHE  l/JRO  ADVOCATE  p-c- 
fented  to  the  Houle  a  repou  from 
the  fecret  committee  on  India  affau's. 
In  this  report,  which  he  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  perufal  of  gentlemen,  he 
faid,  were  contained  the  gro'anJs 
upon  which  he  intended  to  make  a 
motion  for  the  recall  of  Mr  Haltings, 
governor-general  ot  Bengal. 

Sir  George  ITonge  delivered  to  tue 
Houfe  a  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  reaioas  for  the 


AMUSEMENT. 

rejeclion,  in  the  Lower  H  nife,  of 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Lords 
in  th  *  bill  for  difq.ialifying  contrac- 
lors  from  fitting  in  piriianienr.  The 
reafons  were  lead  by  th  ci  *rk,  and 
approved  by  the  HouO  — SirG.r  r;e' 
Yonge  t  hen  moved,  Thit  a  co  nmf:- 
tee  be  appointed  Co  confer  with  the 
Lords  on  the  r.f  the  am-aJ* 

ment.  Fhc  motion  p.dfeJ. 

Tue  day,  '^lay  28. 

THE  LORD  ADVOCATE  moved 
for  the  order  of  the  day  for  receiving 
the  report  fro.n  the  cotnmittce  of  the 
whole  Houfe.  of  the  refolutioiis  on 
the  report  from  the  fecret  commic.es 
on  India  affiir-;.  The  clerk  then 
read  at  the  table  the  forty-tour  refo- 
lutions  which  had  been  p.iHVd  in  3 
commlrtee  of  the  whole  Houfe  bclbre 
the  holidays,  to  all  of  wiiicb,  except 
two  or  three,  the  Houfe  agreed  to 
without  oppofition. 

One  of  th^fe  relolntions  dated  the 
cruelty  of  extei^mis ating  c.rt.iin 
pyeopie  or  nations  in  India. 

i/r  Rartued  objeffed  t’o  the  word 
E  X  T  E  R  M I N  A  T I N  G ,  a  S  e  X  p  f  ffl  V  *  0  f  m  ’ !  C 1 1 
more  than  had  oeen  d.^i?  ;  anJ  fig- 
I  gefted  the  fubflitution  of  the  w  ;rvi 
F.XPFLLiN’G,  w.hlch  was  .a  ir.ore  \ivt 
defeription  of  the  treatment:  ti;e  ’peo¬ 
ple  alluded  to  h  id  experie  wed. 

The  Lord  A  hoca*e  ve  no:  agr:e 
to  the  fubdltiilion  of  the  wc.rd  eyfoeL 
TiKfT  for  that  o*  exter^niKathiJ  :  the 
latter  was  the  only  one  trulv  e\p;'rf- 
five  of  tranlaition  in  queiiion,  in 
which  the  company’'^  fervantr,  abroad 
did  not  remain  fatished  with  expel¬ 
ling  the  pcop'e,  but  !iad  ufed  every 
fpecies  of  violence  againll  them,  go¬ 
ing  fo  far  even  as  to  put  many  of 
them  to  the  fword. 

The  amendment  was  rejeited  by 
the  Houle,  and  the  relblution  paffeJ 
in  its  primitive  form. 

When  the  clerk  came  to  the  refi- 
luriou  which  ftaceJ  that  the  p'  lncipal 
fervaats  of  the  company  abro  id 
ought  to  be  recalled,  the  Lord  Aden- 
cate  then  t#ok  a  ihort  review  of  feve- 
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ral  parts  of  the  adminiftration  of  the 
governor  genc^ral  of  Bengal,  and  the 
prefidency  of  Bombay  ;  and  laid,  that 
as  he  wifiied  to  fpcak  out  boldly  and 
manfully,  lb  he  would  move  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  difagree  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  above  refolution  (which 
was  conceived  in  general  terms)  for 
the  purpofe  ot  fubftituting  another, 
fpecifically  recalling  Gov.  Haftings, 
and  Mr  Hornby,  the  prefident  of 
Bombay.— He  repeated  many  of  the 
oblervations  which  he  had  frequently 
made  before  in  the  courfe  of  the  In¬ 
dia  bulinefs,  but  particularly  ftated 
the  unprecedented  breach  of  taith 
with  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  which 
prince  had  ftipulated  to  pay  the  com¬ 
pany  annually  24  lacks  of  rupees,  in 
lieu  of  all  demands  whatever  of  the 
company  upon  him  ;  and  yet,  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  treaty  made  with  him 
upon  this  fubjedf,  Mr  Haftings  had 
called  upon  him  lor  5  lacks  more 
every  year  during  the  war ;  and  the 
Rajah  having  refuled  to  comply  with 
this  unreafonable  and  unjuft  demand, 
Mr  Haftings  put  him  under  arrelt. — 
This  indignity  muft  have  been  the 
more  infupporrable  to  the  Rajah, 
who  was  a  prince  of  as  high  birth  as 
any  in  India.  Such  an  infult,  as 
unmerited  as  it  w^as  dilgraceful,  could 
not  be  patiently  borne  by  the  Rajah 
and  his  people  ;  they  rofe  upon  the 
two  companies  of  fepoys  that  had 
been  fent  to  fecure  the  Rajah,  and 
put  them  to  death  ;  but  as  iiocliing 
was  more  natural,  fo  no  guilt  what 
ever  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  Ra¬ 
jah,  who  had  been  driven  to  the  ne- 
cefii^y  of  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  by  moft 
unjuft  and  tyrannic  treatment.— It 
was  faid,  in  many  places,  that  Mr 
Haftings  had  fplendid  abilities,  and 
that  he  was  a  remarkable  Inftance  in 
India,  in  thofc  days,  of  not  dealing 
in  peculation.  This,  no  doubt,  was 
a  negative  virtue ;  however,  as  far 
as  this  chara(fter  w^ent,  he  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  leave  him  in  full  poffeftion  of 
it.  He  would  not  attack  Mr  Haf¬ 


tings  in  any  thing  more  than  in  fay., 
ing,  that  the  line  of  politics  purfued 
by  that  gentleman  v^as  injurious  to 
the  true  interefts  of  this  country ; 
and  therefore  that  he  ought  to  be  re¬ 
called. 

Coffwiodore  yohnjione  wiflied  the 
Houfe  would  be  cjuuious  in  the  bull- 
nefs,  left  they  fliouJd  bring  themfelves 
into  a  litiiation  out  of  which  they 
would  not  be  able  to  get  with  crvfdit. 
If  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  that  Mr 
Haftings  Ihould  be  recalled,  and  the 
Court  of  Proprietors  relblve  that  he 
Ihould  not,  he  did  not  fee  how  the 
matter  would  end. 

Mr  Fox  faid  there  w^as  no  difficul- 
ty  in  the  cafe,  as  by  law  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Governor-General  was  not 
in  the  Proprietors,  but  in  the  Court 
of  Directors,  fubje<ft  to  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Crown. 

Mr  Burke  declared,  that  his  rcafon 
for  recalling  Mr  Haftings  was  not 
merely  becaufe  that  gentleman’s  po¬ 
litics  were  not  fuch  as  would  promote 
the  Interefts  of  this  countrv,  but  be- 
caufe  he  had  made  an  improper  ufe 
of  his  power,  and  by  a<fts  of  opprel- 
fion  towards  the  natives,  had  brought 
difgrace  upon  the  Brltifh  name,  and 
excited  jealoufies  in  the  breafts  of  all 
the  native  powers  of  India  againft 


us. 


Mr  Powys  fuggefted  the  propriety 
of  agreeing  to  the  original  refolution, 
wi:h  this  addition,  “  that  Parliament 
fhould  inflid  fome  mark  of  their  dif- 
pieafure  on  all  who  had  been  any 
ways  inftrumentai  in  the  mifraanage- 
ment  of  our  affairs  in  India.’'  This 
he  thought  would  be  proper,  as  it 
would  extend  to  every  delcription  of 
men  who  had  any  refponfibility  in  the 
affairs  of  India. 

Mr  PowyPs  amendment  being  a- 
greed  to,  the  Lord  Advocate  moved  a 
Separate  refolution  for  the  recal  of 
Warren  Haiti ngs,Efq;  Governor- Ge¬ 
neral  ot  Bengal,  and  William  Horn¬ 
by,  Efq;  Prefident  of  Bombay.  This 
alfo  was  agreed  to  without  a  debate. 


